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“Happy New Year, Friends!” 
 

I would like to express to all of you my 
feelings of incredible blessedness as your 
pastor these past 18 months.  This 
congregation is filled with some of the 
most beautiful people I've ever met.  You 
are all a very special group of people who 
are deeply curious about your faith and 
how to live it out in your daily lives.  You 
are a prime example of Methodists who 

"think" and “pray.”  There is a vitality that still lives within the bones of 
this congregation that would make Rev. John Wesley proud.  As your 
pastor, I hope to tap and channel all the excess strength.  This is what 
makes pastoring a blessing and a joy, (even if it's a joyful challenge). 
You have helped me get settled in and acclimated to this area and I feel 
like a real member of this "cheese-headed" community now. 
  
I am eternally grateful for our three staff-members, (in alphabetical 
order): 
Amy Palik - our church office administrator. Amy has done an amazing 
job keeping track of our day-to-day church business.  We see her work 
in the monthly newsletter and weekly bulletin, but she does a whole lot 
more that we do not always see.  As our Membership Secretary, she is 
currently updating all of our membership rolls and reconciling them 
across the various documents, books, and forms that we have collected 
over the decades.  At the start of 2023, we hope to begin filling in the 
"gaps" in our membership records to make sure what we have is 
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accurate and complete.  Amy has done a tremendous job as our office 
administrator, as well as helped provide a new dog park for the Port 
Edwards area!   
 
Jeff Taylor - our church maintenance technician.  Jeff is a powerhouse 
of a man; the epitome of trusteeship.  I have been particularly grateful 
for his work every day I get to work in a warm office, live in a warm 
parsonage, and preach in a warm sanctuary.  That I’m not tramping 
through snow is because of his dedication even in the wee hours of the 
morning!  Those who come after us will be blessed to receive these 
church facilities in their exceptional condition because of Jeff, and the 
work of our other trustees and faithful volunteers as well. 
 
Kari LaBarge - our church custodian.  Kari is a charming woman who 
certainly knows her way around a cleaning closet.  I have 
arachnophobia, and our building can be fine hangout for the spider 
population.  I'm pretty sure Kari doesn't like spiders either, but through 
her superior bravery, she has saved me from many scary situations and 
panics.  From wiping down our sanctuary walls, to moping and 
vacuuming, dusting and cleaning our toilets, Kari has really helped 
make our facilities not only clean but welcoming and hospitable to all 
who are blessed enough to enter our building. 

Thank you, Kari!  Thank you, Jeff!  Thank you, Amy! 
 
During our first worship service of 2022, I spoke 
about our year-long theme of becoming a 
Reconciling Congregation, a process that first 
began in 2016 but never officially finished.  In 
March 2022, we officially affiliated through 
Reconciling Ministries Network in Chicago to 
become an official Reconciling Congregation of our 
denomination.  Our first Reconciling emphasis was 

on LGBTQ+ inclusion.  Even though we are now "moving on" to another 
Reconciling emphasis for 2023, it doesn't mean we're experts yet or 
that we are at the pinnacle of LGBTQ+ welcome.  We will forever be 



striving to become as fully inclusive as possible, and this means taking 
a larger view to appreciate what it means to be FULLY inclusive.  This 
past fall, our PEUMC Vision Team discussed an issue 
that almost every church is facing right now: a 
severe lack of younger people.  So in 2023, we 
hope to discern the special needs of children and 
young families, as they are the people who will 
continue this congregation's legacy into the future. 
 

2023 is our Quasquicentennial— 
our 125th anniversary— 

as a Methodist congregation in Port Edwards! 
Not only are we moving ahead with our 
elevator project, but we have an anniversary 
to celebrate, too!  2023 may prove to be a 
very special year for us!  I look forward to all 
the ways that God is going to bless our 
socks off this year, and I am very happy to 
be spending this time with all of you! 

 

Pastor Caleb McGregor 
 
 
Our Current Reconciling Emphasis 

       CHILDREN AND YOUNG FAMILIES 
As determined by our Vision Team and Church Council in the fall of 
2022, our current emphasis as a church per our Reconciling efforts will 
be focusing on the needs of children and young families.  We hope to 
start providing opportunities this year to reach out to this demographic 
and meet them where they are. 
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The PEUMC Witness Team is working on a “chicken soup” project.  We are 
gathering stories about our members and friends, creating our own PEUMC 
Soup for the Soul collection.  Each month for a total of six months, there will be 
a question posted in the church newsletter and weekly bulletin.  We would like 
you to reflect on the question, and submit your answer by the end of each 
month.  Either mail your response to the church or place in the offering plate.  
Please include your name!   
If you submit an answer for all six months, your name will go into a drawing for a prize.  At the 
end of the six months, our plan is to create bound copies of the collection available for our 
church family and friends! 
              (you always have the opportunity to go back and complete an previous prompt.) 

January's PEUMC ‘Soup for the Soul’ question/reflection: 
 
 

 

 
 

Oct./Nov. prompt: “Tell us about a life-changing (significant) moment you have 
experienced which brought you closer to God.” 

December prompt: “I am reminded of God’s gifts when I see . . . because . . .” 



At the very bottom of the home page of our church website, peumc.org, you will find our 
“Emergency Announcements.”  During the winter months, we are updating this weekly to 
let you know of the parking lot and sidewalk conditions, including the weather and 
temperature.  This is where we will put any church cancellations. 

 
 

 
 
 

DON’T BE THIS GUY! 
 

 

A congregation of people who have different communication preferences can make 
information sharing difficult.  We continue to push for electronic means, but emails and FB do 
not meet the needs of everyone. 
 

To help in sharing improtant church information, PEUMC is joining a program called PHONEVITE.  
PHONEVITE allows us to record a message and send it out simultaneously to everyone on a call 
list.  Those who receive the call (phone ID will be “PEUMC”) will answer their phones and listen 
to the recording (or it will go to voicemail/answering machine).   We have the ability to schedule 
the message to be sent out on a certain day and time.  This will help to ensure you have up-to-
date information.  It only costs a mere 4  per message per phone (charged to the church, not 
the individual).  The church will cover these costs. 
 

People are invited to sign up for 2 listings:    
(1) Weekly church announcements  (a weekly recording on Thursday or Friday) 
(2) Prayer Chain announcements (a recording sent when needed) 

Everyone will have their main phones automatically added on our Church Emergency 
Announcement list. 

The Prayer Chain will continue to work as normal, with requests directed to Mary Heuer or 
Maribeth Lacasse-Salo.  They will direct the request to the church office during normal 
office hours for PHONEVITE, or use the traditional call tree outside of our office hours. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

2023 Giving 
 

Don't forget to make your 2023 changes to your Vanco electronic 
giving before the beginning of the year, if you wish to increase your 
giving for the new year.  You can do this yourself, or talk to Bill Parks 

about changing it. 
 

Human Relations Day Special Offering – This day has been celebrated 
with an offering on the Sunday before Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.  This 
Sunday occurs during Epiphany, the season of manifesting God’s light to the 
world.  Human Relations Day calls the Church to recognize the right of all God’s 
children in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with each 
other.  The purpose of this day is to further the development of better human 
relations. 

a.) 57% of the special offering will go to the General Board of Global 
Ministries’ “Community Developers Program” 

b.) 33% will go to the General Board of Global Ministries’ “United Methodist 
Voluntary Services Program” 

c.) 10% will go to the General Board of Church and Society’s “Youth 
Offender Rehabilitation Program” 

 
Our 6 United Methodist Special Offering Schedule for 2023: 

      Human Relations Day -                               January 15th 
      UMCOR Sunday -                                                March 19th 
      United Methodist Student Day -                     April 30th 
      Peace with Justice Sunday -                              July 23rd 
      World Communion Sunday -                         October 1st 
      Native American Ministries Sunday - November 19th 

 

 

 

W.orship O.n W.ednesday 
will start up again Wednesday the 11th from 7-8 PM 

Our first topic is a 4-week journey titled  
“Growing Older and Wiser” 

in-person, ZOOM, & Facebook 
 
 

What’s Ahead  



 
 
 

January and February . . . 
. . . will find us returning to a project that has been a favorite several times in years past . . . 

It's HEIFER INTERNATIONAL, an agricultural mission which was founded in 1944 and is still going 
strong.  You may find yourselves welcomed to church by our “bovine” greeters which were 
created several years ago by Diane Sweat and former member, Les Sholly. 

 

HEIFER'S mission is to work with communities to end hunger and poverty while caring for the 
Earth. HEIFER does this by providing appropriate livestock, training and related services to 
communities of small-scale farmers worldwide. 

 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL is working to end world hunger in 19 countries across four continents. 
Heifer works in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Kenya, 
Malawi, Mexico, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Uganda, the United States 
of America and Zambia. 

 

Your generosity will determine how many animals can be purchased . . . Examples are:  
$20    purchases a flock of chicks 
$120 purchases a goat  
$150 will get an alpaca 
$500 purchases a heifer 

 

B u n c o , Soup and Bread Night! 
Saturday, January 28th – 5:00P to approx. 7:00P 

 

We’re having a Community Bunco, Soup & Bread Night!   
 

Invite your friends and neighbors for an evening of awesome 
funness! 
 

What is bunco?  Bunco is a dice game 
played by 12+ players, divided into 

groups of four, trying to score points 
while taking turns rolling 5 dice and all 

numbers match the round number. 
 

What if I don’t know how to play? Bunco has few rules—and best 
of all: IT’S A GAME OF CHANCE!  There is no critical or strategic 
thinking involved, which makes this a great game to play across the generations!  Even older 
children can play and pick it up quickly!   

 

After a hearty dinner of soup & bread, the game will start off slowly as we explain the rules 
across the first few rounds.  Within 10 minutes, everyone will get the swing of things!  Each 
table will also have the rules available.  If you can’t show up right at 5, you can jump in 
whenever you arrive! 

 

Prizes?  While we are not playing for money, there will be prizes at the end of the night. 
 

 
 



 
 
  

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10:00 AM Service 
Christmas.2 

Communion 
Signing our 2023 
Church Covenant 

  7:00 PM 
Advent Study 
“Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing” 

12:15 PM 
UWIF Brown Bag 
Lunch 

EPIPHANY 
DAY 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
10:00 AM Service 
Epiphany Sunday 

2nd Sunday 
Refreshments 

Sunday School 
Packing of the Greens 

 10:00 AM 
Nurture / 
Children’s Mtg 

 

1:00 PM 
Circle of Friends 
 

7:00 PM 
Worship on 
Wednesday 

   

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
10:00 AM Service 
Baptism of the Lord 

Human Relations 
Special Offering 

11:15 AM Church Council  

   
 
 

7:00 PM 
Worship on 
Wednesday 

   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
10:00 AM Service 
Ecumenical Sunday 

Sunday School 
11:15 am Ministry Team 
                               Mtg 
 

   
 
 

7:00 PM 
Worship on 
Wednesday 

  BUNCO, SOUP 
& BREAD 

5-7p 
Fellowship Hall 

29 30 31 February 1 2 3 4 

10:00 AM Service 
Wesley’s Covenant 
Service 

   
 
 

7:00 PM 
Worship on 
Wednesday 

   



 
 

Noteworthy  
 

 

 
 

 

 

January 1 
Sharon Studinski 
 
January 14 
Marge Bauer 
 
January 15 
Skip Mazurek 
 
January 20 
Ken Brzezinski 

January 25 
Izetta Umland 
 
January 22 
Danial Harnisch 
 
January 28 
Jeanne Bruener 

January 29 
Ken & Nina Pelo 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 



 

Our Community 
 

 
 
Nurture/ Education took Christmas cards for patients in The Wellington Place, Our 
House, Nekoosa Court, Edgewater Haven Nursing Home, and Health Services, a part 
of River Run for a total of 273 cards signed and delivered.  Thanks to those who 
donated Christmas cards.  If you find discounted cards after Christmas please 
consider buying them for next year.  They were very much appreciated by these 
homes. 
 

Thanks to those who donated items to the holiday basket (for a congregational 
couple) and the gift card tree (for a community family) in the foyer.  And thanks to 
Judy Miller for getting and cutting the fabric for the blankets (for 2 individuals dealing with a 
terminal illness).  Also thanks to those who helped tie the blankets on the 18th!  Thank you to 
everyone who helped wrap the gifts to the school children, as well! 
 
Christmas Caroling at Edgewater Haven  

The icy weather held out long enough for 
PEUMC members to share a little Christmas 
spirit to the E.H. residents! 
 
From left: Kathy Mills, Judy Miller, Midge 
Herschleb, Maribeth Lacasse-Salo, Jerene Sillars, 
Melanie Sillars, Sue Mitchell, Kathy & Pat McGrath 
– photo by Pastor Caleb 


