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Just Scratching the Surface . . . 
by Pastor Caleb 

 
I want to offer a giant “thank you!” to those who sent in questions for my August sermon 
series titled: “The People Have Spoken!”  I didn’t get to address all the questions, but I 
was able to address some of the common themes that I found. 
 
Instead of a multitude of questions pertaining to theology, the Bible, history, Methodism, 
etc. (which I was expecting), many of the questions were interested in the vitality of our 
congregation.  Sure, I could have easily concluded, “Boy, aren’t we worried!”  But I see 
this as a desire to turn-around whatever setbacks we think we might be facing and to 
strive to make a greater difference in the world.  That’s where our true passion lies!  
We are a people interested in impacting the lives of others.  I think that’s wonderful! 
 
The last two sets of questions brought out so much passion in me and stirred my mind 
like you wouldn’t believe—I preached a total of 54 minutes between these two Sundays! 
(Please direct all complains to our new hotline: 1-800-IM-SORRY – where you’ll be 
waiting on hold for a lot more than 54 minutes! ����) 
 

1. “Why all the distrust in organized religion?” 
2. “What can we do to reach out to the community?” 
3. “How can we be a more vital congregation?” 

 

There’s no one simple answer to these wonderful questions.  These are highly complex 
problems (particularly #1).  Within this question is a question about why younger people 
are falling away from the church/religion at higher rates.  There are a lot of opinions 
out there, seeking to provide us an answer.  I feel like most of these probably involve 
some “half-truth”; a *small* nugget of reality.  Many do not strike at the root of the 
problem. 
 
If we are to counteract this distrust (or disconnect), then we need make things simple 
for us and strive to do just one thing only: be authentic.  So many opinions about “why 
young people don’t like church” (which is not quite the same as “distrusting religion”) 
will lead us down paths that will not be good for our souls in the long run. 

September 2022 
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We cannot be in the business of gimmicks because we think young people want mere 
entertainment.  We don’t need to fall into the trap of trying to bribe people to coming to 
church.  This would make us so Inauthentic. 
 
Younger people do not possess any special insight or wisdom that older generations 
do not have.  They DO have a special gift for us, though.  Since each generation is 
attending in fewer numbers, they have a greater ability to examine the whole baggage 
of the church from the outside—and they have the *audacity* to call us out in those 
places we are not ‘walking the walking’ but just ‘talking the talk.’  Too much of past 
religion has been: “believe one thing—do something else”:  

Worship a loving God one moment—spew hatred in the next. 
We need to be listening to what the younger people are saying.  Be it from a place of 
hurt, distrust, confusion, or hatred. 
 
Being able to articulate clearly who WE are (who we HAVE been all along) is a start.  
Our Purpose, Mission, and Vision Statements are another good step.  Yes, such 
statements can be overrated.  They can almost be a dime-a-dozen.  But we did work 
hard on them.  The content was largely driven by the input of the congregation last year, 
condensed and word-smithed by our Vision Team, and approved by our Church Council.  
So, if these statements can get us to rally together and provide us unity, then they are 
serving their purpose.  We need to keep examining our DNA, our Core Values, and 
finding ways to live them out in tangible, visible ways.  People are attracted to that. 
 
Additionally, we are all—all generations—very busy people.  Many people are 
recognizing that retirement can be one of the busiest times in their life.  We need to be 
more intentional about why we do what we do.  We need to ask ourselves the deep 
questions about things we have taken for granted.  Is it striking at the root of our 
Purpose, Mission, and Vision?  Or is it a relic of the past that is not “making disciples?” 
 
There is ONE thing that keeps popping up in personal testimonies and surveys:  younger 
people really, REALLY DO want community.  But community with purpose.  And we have 
that!  PEUMC truly acts like a family.  But do we really treat each young person as a 
“family member?”  Do we (or even would we) offer the same kind of organic “services” 
to young people that we might be doing already for our older folks?   
 
Because we are so busy today, people will invest in a church IF you can convince them 
that it is worth their time.  I’m afraid we have done poorly trying to articulate why the 
thing of church is worth someone’s time.  I’m also afraid that we rarely can provide the 
kind of deep connections that younger people are looking for.  You see, families don’t 
just chit-chat and fraternize when they gather; they have serious heart-to-heart 
conversations.  They feel comfortable enough to open up and be true to themselves:  
“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17).  That’s 
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accountable, covenant community—the essence of the church right there!  Not 
programming.  Not events.  Not potlucks.  Not studies.  Not even worship services.  All 
of these things SHOULD be forming us into the community of faith which we have vowed 
to create by our baptismal/membership vows.  But these add-ons (“busy work”) are not 
the same as authentic, accountable, covenant community itself. 
 
During a recent sermon, I asked even my faithful, weekly-worshippers to step-it-up in 
their active participation in the life of the church beyond Sunday morning precisely 
because, if we want more people to come to church, what are we going to provide for 
them?  More surface-level stuff?  A weekly worship service and that’s all?  What can 
we be providing now that meets the needs of younger people specifically?  It cannot be: 
“Get them here first, then we’ll provide something for them” or “get more people in so 
we can do more things” or “have more money to do more things.”  It needs to be those 
already in the church need to support what the church is already doing now, as a way 
to show that church life is worth it.  That has the power to transform lives from the 
inside out.  I would surmise that we have not done a great job demonstrating why 
church life is important; and in many cases, we are encouraging our children and 
grandchildren to be involved to the depths that we ourselves are not willing to go 
(anymore).  We cannot grow a church with the attitude “I’ve put in my hours, but now 
I’m retired” or “I’ve done my part, now it’s time for others to step up.”  No.  We have to 
demonstrate right NOW through OUR active participation how life in a community of 
faith can be transformative.  OUR active participation is the inspiration people need to 
jump aboard: 

“Why should I bother if those already there don’t bother?” 
Even as we age, and our capabilities change, we certainly must adapt to the new “gifts” 
of old age.  Adapt . . . not retire.  Nobody retires from the work of the kin’dom.  There is 
work for everyone:  Those in wheelchairs; those bound in their homes; those sick in 
bed; those on the road for their jobs; etc.  God uses everyone to do good things! 
 
So, here’s the attitude we need to adapt moving forward: God formed us.  We’re not 
random people who gather simply because we live nearby and want to be called 
Methodists.  God’s Spirit has knitted us together.  And God is trying to add more to this 
fabric all the time.  We’re not a finished product.  Thus, we can lament the loss of warm 
bodies in the pews, and $$$ in the plates.  OR we can celebrate the gifts with which God 
continues to bless us.  If God doesn’t make mistakes, then our current situation is 
exactly where we need to be.  And, truth be told, we have all the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
right here with us—everything we need to success for the Lord.  Right here.  Right now.  
Every piece is here.  And if “pieces” are missing, then let us do our holy duty to our 
covenant promises and get these “pieces” back to our fold. 
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That’s what people—younger people—need:  A community that is going somewhere.  
Striving to go from Point A to Point B.  Never fully satisfied where it is in the moment 
because there’s a holy horizon that is calling us onward.  We are searching for the kind 
of community that will draw us back in when we have gone astray for a time. 
 
In many ways, this attitude is already a part of our DNA.  We have done amazing work 
stretching ourselves and making public statements that are incredibly counter-
cultural.  We stand unashamed of the inclusive love of Jesus Christ.  And our drive to 
really become “a welcoming, Reconciling, and inclusive congregation” is already 
softening hearts in our community.  This is a fact from personal testimony!  We should 
be proud! 
 
But I, Pastor Caleb, cannot do this all on my own.  I need your help.  I have incredible 
help from our current leadership—they are all splendid and passionate people!  But I’m 
gonna need more!  Let us break that cliché from organizations, where “20% does 100% 
of the work.”   Let us do the Gospel Attitude: “100% does the Kin’dom Work together!” 
 

     And that’s just scratching the surface! 
 
 
PEUMC’s Purpose Statement (why God put humanity here) 

We believe each person, as part of God’s good creation, has been created with a 
*purpose to enjoy God’s presence fully; we offer ourselves in service to one 
another that each person may recognize this and live into it. 

 
 

PEUMC’S Mission Statement (what we supposed to be doing) 
Our mission is to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of our community and the world! 

 
 

PEUMC’S Vision Statement (what we hope to see in the future) 
The People of Port Edwards United Methodist Church envision our local 
communities as one worldwide fellowship of love, which respects all God’s 
creation, and where we all experience abundant physical and spiritual life. 

 
We have identified FELLOWSHIP and LEARNING  
as our two CORE VALUES—the heart of our DNA. 
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Our Church’s 8-Year & 4-Year Missional Goals 
 
COMMUNITY-BASED 
 
1a. By the end of 2029, we will improve the physical and mental health of our 

community by significantly focusing on ministries to the lonely and isolated. 
 
1b. By the end of the 2025, we will have established a ministry of companionship to 

the student body of the Port Edwards school district and one to the shut-ins and 
singles in town. 

 
2a. By the end of 2029, we will substantially increase self-confidence and social 

awareness in members of our community by providing continuing learning 
opportunities. 

 
2b. By the end of 2025, we will have established a learning ministry that promotes 

justice and personal self-confidence for members in our community. 
 
 
 
CHURCH-BASED 
 
3a. By the end of 2029, we will have invested in 

God’s future with a strong children & youth 
ministry. 

 
3b. By the end of 2025, we will have established a 

compensated children & youth coordinator. 
 
4a. By the end of 2029, we will have established an 

accountable discipleship culture in our church.” 
 
4b. By the end of 2025, we will provide a variety of 

short-term  small group opportunities. 
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Monday Evening Bible Study (Sept.-Oct.) 
“Telling the Old, Old (Testament) Story” 

Mondays @ 6:00 PM 
Starting Monday, September 12th  
     (through October 24th) / 7 weeks 

Study held in the Memorial Lounge at PEUMC  
and on ZOOM (see links on our website) 

 
Sign up in church on the clipboard or use the 
form on www.peumc.org/studies . 
No Cost.  No Book. 

 
DESCRIPTION:  The Old Testament is the Story of God’s mission to restore creation 
and form God’s people as an instrument to participate in that mission.  We are 
familiar with many of the Old Testament’s many stories, but most of us are unsure 
how they all fit together.  Is there one cohesive narrative?  Or is it just a string of 
random stories strung together?  This study invites us to examine the Old Testament 
on big-picture level while drawing out a few details from the various stories found 
along the way.  We will look at the overarching Grand Story that is the Old Testament.  
In 7 weeks, we will sprint our way through the Old, Old Testament Story using Brad 
E. Kelle’s publication “Telling the Old Testament Story.”  THIS STUDY IS FOR THE 
AVERAGE JOES & AVERAGE JANES IN THE PEWS.  You don’t need a preexisting, 
extensive knowledge of the Bible.  Our conversations are simply from our own 
experiences.    
 

1 Sept. 12 Genesis 1-11 
2 Sept. 19 Genesis 12-50 / Exodus 1-15 
3 Sept. 26 Exodus 16 – Deuteronomy 
4 Oct. 3 Joshua – 2 Kings 
5 Oct. 10 1 Chronicles – Esther 
6 Oct. 17 Job – Song of Songs; Isaiah – Malachi 
7 Oct. 24 The Ongoing Story of God 

 
  

What’s Ahead  

http://www.peumc.org/
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September / October 
MISSION PROJECTS 

 
TOILETRIES FOR LOVE INC. 
A recent drive was conducted by Love Inc. of South Wood Co. as part of their pantry 
ministry to their clients.  The following items were the least collected, which we will 
focus on for Sept./Oct.:  
 

Dryer Sheets  Laundry Soap 
Toilet Paper  Twin Sheet Sets  
Bath Towels 
 
They are also accepting gas and grocery cards  
 

A NEW HEALTH CABIN AT LAKE LUCERNE UNITED 
METHODIST CAMP  
(near Wautoma, WI) 

 
On June 15th, 2022, a storm caused a tree to fall and 

partially destroy the health cabin at Lake Lucerne, one of our 
United Methodist camps in WI.  Lake Lucerne is proud to be 
accredited by the American Camping Association (ACA).  The ACA 
maintains high standards for health facilities, which all camps 
must provide.  This summer, the health cabin was momentarily 
moved to a temporary location.  The insurance will replace part 
of the cabin, but camp/conference will have to find funding for the 
rest.  Additionally, the camp has plans to build bigger and better with their new 
one by next summer (the previous one was gravely outdated). 
 
The camp’s plan is to build a multi-story structure that will meet several of their 
existing needs, with health facilities in one part and spaces for 
adult retreat and short-term staff, plus an underground storm 
shelter for their campers. 
 
It is PEUMC’s hope that our special mission can help them fund 
their new and improved health cabin that is well-stocked for all 
the incidents a camp has to offer. 

WRITE YOUR CHECKS OUT TO “P.E.U.M.C.” 
WITH “LAKE LUCERNE MISSION” OR “HEALTH CABIN” IN THE MEMO. 
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Projection for Our Online Worshippers 
 
Beginning September 11th, our online worshippers will receive the new benefit of 
worshipping more fully in our service.  Currently, in order to follow along, online worshippers 
must go to our website and download our bulletin, where Amy has been graciously including 
all the hymn lyrics and liturgy (recited words).  Starting this Sunday, the liturgy and lyrics will 
be projected via a small TV during the Facebook Live stream broadcast.  We are not yet 
installing media in the sanctuary for our in-person worshippers, but will have a 32” TV set 
up strategically for our online worshippers, eliminating the need for a separate electronic 
bulletin.  The photo below is a representation of how the liturgy will appear. 

 
The projection will include  
• all the hymn lyrics, the liturgy and prayers,  
• plus photos throughout the sermon. 
• It is my (Pastor Caleb’s) dream to *one day*  
            install TV’s in the sanctuary  
• for our in-person worshippers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EXPANDING TECHNOLOGY = GREATER OUTREACH 
The church of the 21st Century must continue to expand its technology for the sake of the 
Good News message.  (Consider how the installation of audio amplification in sanctuary 
during the mid-20th century has helped our hard-of-hearing folks hear the Word better.  
Screens and TV’s have also helped our hard-of-seeing folks, too . . . FYI.)   
 
Online, particularly, is the greatest “back door” to the church for seekers, guests, and any 
who are away, sick, or homebound. 
 
Even as we move closer to the end of this pandemic, we will not eliminate our Live 
Streaming or ZOOM options.  They will continue as permanent features of our church’s 
ministries.  Every meeting or event (Council, Ministry, W.O.W., bible studies, etc.) will be 
Live Streamed via Facebook and/or have a ZOOM option.  We have recently hooked our 
ZOOM computer up to a 40” TV so that those joining us virtually will have a greater presence 
in the room with us.  This set-up is conveniently attached to a media cart that can be moved 
around the building. 
 
ZOOM PARTICIPANTS:  anyone can join our weekday meetings/gatherings via ZOOM.  You 
no longer need a password or passcode.  Throughout our website (peumc.org), you will 
find the same link to our ZOOM meetings:  
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Even if you do not have ZOOM installed (it’s free), linking on this link will temporarily 
download the platform onto your device.  It is a safe program.  Once you join via ZOOM, you 
will appear with us on the TV. 
 
ONLINE SIGN-UP: You will find specific sign-up forms throughout our website to help you 
register for any of our upcoming events.  A special form is designated for our small 
groups/bible studies, which can be found on the “Small Group page” (or 
peumc.org/studies).  Another can be found for our Discipleship Pathway on the page 
dedicated to the Pathway (peumc.org/discipleship).  All of these registration forms are sent 
to the church office email.  There are two separate contact forms on our “Contact Us” page: 
one for Amy in the church office, one for Pastor Caleb.  So who needs to pick up the old 
phone ever again? 
 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?  THIS MEANS MOBILITY, SICKNESS, TRAVEL, ETC. NO 
LONGER HAS TO BE AN OBSTACLE FOR CHURCH PARTICIPATION.  ANYONE 
WITH A COMPUTER OR DEVICE CAN JOIN US VIRTUALLY FOR WORSHIP, 
STUDY, FELLOWSHIP, ETC.  SHUT-INS CAN NOW PARTICIPATE MORE FULLY IN 
THE LIFE OF THE CONGREGATION; THOSE WORK ON THE WEEKEND, OR OUR 
DEAR SNOW-BIRDS CAN GATHER WITH US VIA THE INTERWEBS! 

 

REGISTERING YOUR ONLINE ATTENDANCE 
 
We have had ways to keep track of our in-person worship attendance, but we needed a 
new way to help the church know who is worshipping with us online.  Now you can 
register your online worship attendance straight from our website!   
 

• Go to peumc.org and click on “Register Your Online Worship Attendance,” which is the 
first option under the “WORSHIP” tab at the top of our website.   

o You will find two separate forms: one for guests, one for members (they are 
separate because they request different contact info.).   

o We invite you to fill this out for each worship service you attend online.  YOU DO 
NOT HAVE TO HAVE WATCHED THE SERVICES *LIVE.*  Even if you didn’t get 
around to viewing our service until Thursday, or 16 days later, you can still 
register your attendance.  The date you would include in the form is the date of 
the original service, NOT the date you viewed it.   

 

We invite you to use this simple form each time.  Registering helps us know who is 
worshipping with us online, how we can reach out, and how to maintain your status 
in relation with PEUMC. 
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OUR 2022-2023 WORSHIP THEME 
 

Using the NL, the Gospel we will be focusing on this 
year is MATTHEW! 

In the fall, we are going chronologically through the Old 
Testament! 

 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER SCRIPTURE SCHEDULE 

Sept. 11 Flood & Promise Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17  
(or Genesis 8:14-9:17) 

Sept. 18 Call of Abraham Genesis 12:1-9 
Sept. 25 Joseph in Prison Genesis 39:1-23 
Oct. 2 Rescue at the Sea Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 
Oct. 9 Covenant & Commandments Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 
Oct. 16 Joshua Renews the Covenant Joshua 24:1-26(7) 
Oct. 23 David & Bathsheba 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9; Ps. 51:1-9 
Oct. 30 Solomon’s Wisdom 1 Kings 3:4-28 

 
 

Discipleship Pathway Continues! 
Our DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAY is a course comprised of 8 modules (units) spread across 
2 years (4 a year—2 in the fall; 2 in the spring).  This is our new “membership 
course” geared to move participants to toward deeper expressions of discipleship 
and to live more fully in the love of God!  You can sign up for each course 
individually without dedicating yourself to the whole Pathway.  You do not have to 
be a new or prospective member.  It is for all who wish to dive deepr & explore 
more of their faith! 
 

Module #2 (October 2022) 
HOLY COMMUNION: “FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY” 

WHEN: during the month of October 
3 in-person gatherings + reading packet 

DATE & TIME: 
according to the schedule of those who sign up! 

MODULE IS FREE. 
DEADLINE TO SIGN-UP: September 20th 

 

How can I prepare myself for Communion?  How does Communion relate to justice 
and daily living?  What does it really “mean”?  How is it supposed to benefit me! 
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                                      BRING:   A “HOT-DISH” 
                                                       A DRINK 
                                                       A LAWNCHAIR 
 

 

NEW CONGREGATIONAL PHOTO EVENT 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
DUST OFF ANY LONG-LOST CHURCH MEMBER THAT YOU KNOW! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

World Communion Sunday is the first Sunday in October.   
We will be picking up our annual special offering of the same 
name.   
 
This denominational fund helps us continue our work with 
other denominations for the purpose of greater unity and the 
witness that produces. 
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New Heart Defibrillator (AED) Installed! 
Our new heart defibrillator can be found in the hallway between the sanctuary and 
the education wing of the building (near the old front doors). 
 

An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is a 
computerized device that can help prevent death due to 
sudden cardiac arrest.  These devices monitor the heart 
rhythm and can, if need be, deliver an electric shock to the 
chest wall much like a traditional (paddle) defibrillator in a 
hospital.  The most common cause of sudden cardiac death 
is abnormal, fast heart beats, and the most common 
version of that is ventricular fibrillation, which prevents the 
heart from pumping blood and deprives the body of oxygen.  
The only way to reverse this is by defibrillation—the 

delivery of an electrical impulse to the heart to restore its normal rhythm. 
 
Our Phillips model is very user-friendly.  It’s large, simple buttons activate a voice 
that walks you step-by-step through the process.  It is designed for anyone—
ANYONE—to use safely and confidently.  With that said, we hope to provide some 
training on the use of an AED at the church sometime in the future, if only to get 
more people comfortable handling the device. 
 
Using an AED is no substitute for calling the paramedics.  It is a temporary stabilizer 
until they arrive.  This is just one more way that PEUMC is making our church a “safe 
& brave” space! 
 

Church Trustees Hard at Work! 
    Our Trustees (Leo, chair; Roger, vice chair; Jeff, maintenance technician) have been 
hard at work this summer.  It should be acknowledged how much they seek to avoid any 
devastating “deferred maintenance.”  They excel by providing proactive, preventative 
maintenance and upkeep to our facilities.  In the most recent weeks, an emergency exit 
sign was added in the sanctuary above the “flower room” door in order to keep up with 
fire codes; bullet-proof safety film for the glass in our front doors will soon be installed; 
external lighting has been added to our outdoor sign; and soon, the old fluorescents 
inside the church sign will be replaced with LED bulbs that can shine brighter, more 
efficiently, and handle the Wisconsin winter cold!  
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
August 28 August 29 August 30 August 31 1 2 3 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
 

  7:00 pm 
W.orship  O.n 
W.ednesday 
 

12:15 pm 
UWIF Mtg 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Music Sunday 
Outdoor Service @ 
Alexander Park 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

Baptism 
Module #1 
10:30-noon 

7:00 pm 
W.orship  O.n 
W.ednesday 
 

   

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
10:00 am Service 
Flood & Promise 

PICTURE DAY! 
2nd Sunday 
Refreshments 

6:00 pm 
Bible Study 
Telling the Old, Old 
(Testament Story) 

 1:00 pm 
Circle of Friends 
 
7:00 pm 
W.orship  O.n 
W.ednesday 
 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Call of Abraham 
11:15 am 
Church Council 

6:00 pm 
Bible Study 
Telling the Old, Old 
(Testament) Story 

Baptism 
Module #2 
10:30-noon 

7:00 pm 
W.orship  O.n 
W.ednesday 
 

   

25 26 27 28 29 30 Oct. 1 

10:00 am - Service 
Hispanic Heritage 

Sunday 
Joseph in Prison 
 

6:00 pm 
Bible Study 
Telling the Old, Old 
(Testament) Story 

 7:00 pm 
W.orship  O.n 
W.ednesday 

 

   

September 4 - service will be held outdoors at Alexander Park 
Church Office CLOSED September 2 and Labor Day – September 5 

September 11 – Congregational Photo! 

3:25 

7:20 

3:25 
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Noteworthy  
 

 
 

CONFIRMATION – 2022-2023 
 

Pastor Caleb will be putting together a Confirmation Class for the 2022-2023 year.  
Confirmation is available for any student that is starting the 8th Grade and above in 
September.  Any high school age student is welcome to sign up, too.  There is the option of 
a "pre-Confirmation" counseling time (no course material) for those entering the 7th Grade. 
 

The class will begin in September and will continue for most of the 2022-2023 school year.  
The class will conclude with a Service of Confirmation on the Day of Pentecost (Sunday, 
May 28th, 2023) with a child’s first public affirmation of faith (and baptism, for those not yet 
baptized).  They will become a Professing/Baptized Member of PEUMC and in The United 
Methodist Church.  The course is free and will be guided by the official United Methodist 
curriculum called Confirm.   
 

NEW FIRE RESCUE AREA DESIGNATED IN THE CHURCH. 
    The northwest corner of the Fellowship Hall 
(nearest the parking lot and Letendre Street  
or Highway 54/73) has been designated our 
official handicap “FIRE RESCUE” area. 
What does this mean?  In the case of a fire, 
persons with physical disabilities can gather in 
this area, and the fire department will know to 
arrive at this area first.  The Port Edwards Fire 
Department has been notified, plus the two 
windows nearest this corner feature signage 
that can be viewed from the outside. 

WHY IS THIS NECESSARY?  The addition of a new elevator will increase the accessibility of 
our second floor.  But in cases of fire, the elevator and chairlift cannot/should not be used.  
Having strong-armed, abled-body individuals present to help carry those limited in their 
mobility would be nice, but this may not always be the case.  Many modern apartment 
buildings feature such a fire rescue area. 
NOTE: An able-bodied person may stay with a disabled person in this corner, but for 
everyone else, the rule of thumb is to get everyone out as fast and safe as possible. 
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Our Community 
 

 
 

AUGUST VOLUNTEERS 
THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS 

 
 

 
Home Delivered Meals Drivers 
 
 

Julie Berg 
Skip & Ellen Mazurek 
Pat & Kathy McGrath 
Sue Mitchell 
Nina Pelo 
Leo & Sue Thomasgard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Every four weeks, PEUMC volunteers 
deliver a hot and nutritious noon meal 
to homes of Wisconsin Rapids area 
residents who are unable to prepare 
their own meals.  Anyone interested in 
helping with this program may contact 
Becky Taylor (715-887-2163) for more 
information.  THANK YOU! 

Thank you for the volunteers from PEUMC that helped at 
SWEPS during the month of August.   
 

 
Julie Berg 
Lynn Dunahee 
Lorraine Ostrum 
Pam Reimer 
LuAnn Slattery 

Diane Sweat 
Becky Taylor 
Leo & Sue Thomasgard 
Carol Zuelke 

 

We are so thankful for those who care about the well-being of our neighbors in this area.  
Our needs are ongoing, so food and monetary donations are continuously and 
graciously appreciated. We also appreciate receiving paper and plastic bags. 
  

A program of Aspirus Riverview  
Hospital made possible by  
United Way of South Wood &  
Adams Counties 
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Summer Community Outdoor Movie Night 
 
 
 
 

 
  

It was a cool evening out when 
Luca was shown as our final 
Outdoor Movie on August 12. 

 
Thank you to Lindsey Hintz, 
Pastor Caleb, and Jeff Taylor 

who organized the event! 
 
 
 

Blessing cards have been 
made for our Back-2-School 
“Blessing of the Backpack” 
event.  These blessing cards 
are for any K-12 student in 
our church!  Parents, please 
stop by the office to pick one 
up for each child.  Each child 
will receive a luggage tag 
with two blessing cards 
inside.  These blessing cards 
are tangible ways for your 
child to offer a blessing to 
someone in need at school 
(bullied, hurt, struggled in 
the lesson, etc.).  This year, 
they will receive a blessing 
and be inspired to pass that 
blessing on to others! 

 
Our Port Edwards School Prayer Walk had a 
great inauguration! 
 
The Pastor + 6 others from the church gathered 
in front of the middle/high school.  There was a 
program made with a series of specific prayers 
that we prayed together covering each aspect 
& area of school life (teachers, students, staff, 
counselors, custodians, athletics, arts).  We 
finished at the elementary school.  By the end 
of it, we all felt like we prayed “all over” our 
local schools. 
    In additional, Pastor and Becky put together 
notes of appreciation & recognition for all 74 
employees in the school district.  Each note was 
placed in their school mailbox with a bag of 
stress-free herbal tea attached.  These notes 
and teas were from  
“Your friends at Port Edwards United Methodist 
Church.” 
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September 4 
Mandy Mykisen 
 
September 5 
Diane Sweat 
 
September 6 
Gabrielle Mayek 
John Sweat 
 
September 7 
Gabriel Hintz 
 
September 8 
Kathy Sweet 
 
September 13 
Mary Heuer 
Ken Pelo 
 

September 18 
Matt Boerner 
 
September 22 
Crystal Sadler 
 
September 25 
Damon Klinger 
 
September 27 
Anna Hintz 
 
September 28 
Don Harnisch 
 
September 30 
Bob Berg 
 

 

September 1 
Bob & Julie Berg 
 
September 6 
Jerry & Nancy Klahn 
 
September 24 
Mike & Lori Hintz 
 
September 26 
Kevin & Jennifer Swensen 
 
September 27 
Ellis & Kathy Mills 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS SEPTEMBER anniversaries 


