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• Are you wishing to become a member of PEUMC? 
• Do you desire to be baptized? 
• Are you seeking baptism for your infant or child? 
• Do you wish to transfer your membership here 

from another church? 

• Are you a current member who just wants a 
refresher on some basic Christian practices? 

• Or do you wish to dive much deeper into certain 
areas? 

 

THIS IS THE ‘PATHWAY’ FOR YOU! 
 

‘DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAY’ is a series of eight modules across two years.  Each module 
focuses on a single topic and fits within one month.  For those wishing to be baptized 
and become a member, this is our revised ‘New Members Class,’ and we ask that 
you participate in as many of the eight modules as your schedule can allow.  For our 
current members who want to take a module or two as a refresher, you may sign up 
for each module individually.  
 
What does each module look like?  Each module is a compilation of resources from 
some of the best United Methodist thinkers.  Pastor Caleb compiled the materials 
for each module from a wide range of United Methodist approved resources.  Each 
module contains a reading packet that ranges from 50-75 pages long, and around 
ten chapters.  The entirety of the readings are being recorded (with lots of slides) as 
a video and can be found on our new YouTube channel.  Participants have the option 
of reading the material, watching the videos, or a combination of both.  Participants 
will meet in-person 2-4 times in a month, depending on the module, to discuss the 
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reading.  Each module will help us discern these questions: What are we learning 
about God?  About the world around us? About Christ’s Church?  About ourselves?   
The sessions are driven by participants’ questions and reflections.  Each module will 
feature sections geared toward new members in the faith, as well as some additional 
readings for those who wish to dive deeper. 
 
Sounds like a lot, doesn’t it?  I am taking the approach that, in the face of our complex 
and confusing world today, we need Christ-followers who are equipped to wade 
through the tough issues of today.  Book-smart is not the key alone—but knowledge 
is power.  Throughout this course, we will be experiencing the importance of 
community and growing together.   
 
We will not be regurgitating facts and figures—but giving each individual the tools to 
discern for themselves and claim their faith. 
 
The modules are: 
 

YEAR A (begins even-numbered years) 
1 Holy Baptism “By Water and the Spirit” September 

2022 
2 Holy Communion “Food for the Journey” October 2022 
3 Worship “Encountering the Living 

Christ” 
January 2023 

4 Holy Bible “The Greatest Story Ever 
Told” 

May 2023 

YEAR B (begins odd-numbered years) 
5 Methodism, Part I “History & Practices” September 

2023 
6 Methodism, Part II “Major Beliefs” October 2023 
7 Spiritual Disciplines & 

Spiritual Giftedness 
*going deeper into 
spirituality 

“Come, Holy Spirit” January 2024 

8 Discipleship in the 
World 
*going wider into 
social justice 

“Transforming the 
World” 

May 2024 

The course is free.  Deadline for each module is the 20th of the previous month.   
Sign up for all or sign up as they come.   

Dates & times: determined by the availability of the participants. 
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The Be-attitudes, The Final Part 
by Pastor Caleb 
 
There are eight beatitudes in the Bible, as 
preached by Jesus Christ in His famous ‘Sermon 
on the Mount.’  In June’s newsletter, Beatitudes 
#1-4 were expounded upon.  In July’s, #5-6 were 
offered.  And now . . . here are #7 and #8! 
 
7. “Happy are people who make peace, because 
they will be called God’s children.”  We would have expected Jesus to say, “Happy 
are those who are at peace.”  No, He is calling us to something quite unsettling—a 
difficult, heroic way of life: not by enjoying peace, not by keeping peace—but 
blessedness comes by making peace.  The word for “peace” in Jesus’ world was 
“shalom”—meaning not only ‘peace’ but ‘wholeness’—“complete fulfillment.”  So 
“peace” is more than just the putting away of swords and the silence of guns.  The 
late George Buttrick said that what we call ‘peace’ is usually not peace at all, “but 
only smoldering grudges and exhausted hatreds.”  And therein lies a large part of 
our human problem: we bring an end to armed conflict, but we leave a space where 
even greater conflicts can take root and grow.  True peace is not a vacuum, but a 
fullness.  So, this is more than just about military and international conflicts.  This 
includes those even within our homes.  A great many persons are nothing less than 
walking battlefields, so occupied with internal strife that it’s no wonder they start 
little daily wars in the world in which they live.  It’s like we have a commitment to 
conflict. 
 
Nearly all of us wants peace, and since peace is so universally admired and sought 
after, it must not be that easy to achieve, or else our human race would have 
conquered it several millennia ago.   
 
During World War II, Bishop of Canterbury, William Temple, gave a radio broadcast 
to the English people saying, “This world can be saved from political chaos and 
collapse by one thing only, and that is worship.”  Sounds naive, right?  I think what 
he meant was, we must first find peace with God and with ourselves.  Dr. Henry C. 
Link said, “The psychologist finds the seeds of war, poverty, and discontent deep-
seated in the inferiority, selfishness, and emotional instability of the individual.”  One 
of the most common symptoms of an inferiority complex or of personal failure is the 
desire to change or control the social order.  Jesus said we needed to remove the 
beam from our own eye before we can take the splinter from the eye of another.  
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And we need to face the reality that we may be working to reform others as a shield 
against dealing with our own shortcomings.  If we see ourselves as true 
peacemakers, we will dedicate the common-stuff of our daily lives—from a smile at 
the cashier to a friendly gesture in traffic to a letter to a senator—to the healing of 
our human race.  What we need, most of all, is to be sensitive enough to see our 
opportunities, and to be close enough to God that we will then choose to use our 
energy, our personality, our money, and our influence to make a difference. 
 
8. “Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous, because 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs.”  The crown and climax of the series—and the most 
back sided one among them: “Happy are those who are persecuted because they are 
good—because you are My followers.  Be happy about it!  Be very glad!  A 
tremendous reward awaits you in heaven.”  The first value of persecution is to induce 
self-examination to find out why others dislike us.  It’s quite possible, you know, that 
people are treating us badly not because of our goodness but because of our lapses 
in our goodness—or even our unrighteousness.  A difficult and contentious person 
once complained to her pastor, “Nobody in my office likes me; it’s probably because 
I’m an outspoken Christian.”  In a reckless moment of candor, her pastor replied, “I 
suspect it’s because you’re so unpleasant.”  I recall a time in my youth when was 
impressed with my own piety.  As I look back now on those days, I think some of my 
classmates who professed little or no religion may have demonstrated more 
Christian grace than I did.  
 
Most of us are living in a culture where there is no danger of physical persecution.  
Other forms of persecution do exist, though: Men who lose their jobs because they 
could not in Christian conscience do what their employers required; women who 
have lost promotions because they would not compromise their sexual integrity.  I 
would suspect there are organizations whose members would hesitate to elect a 
convinced Christian to their leadership for fear they might complicate the style of 
operation within the organization.  So even in our broadly permissive culture, today 
your faith may cost you money, social contacts, a job, promotions, etc.   
 
So it is important to call out Christians who shout “Persecuted!” just because they 
don’t get their way, or others do not bow down to their beliefs.  Sometimes we 
Christians are confronted because we give Jesus Christ a bad name—so we ought 
to listen up and pay attention to the wisdom of the culture.  Like Gandhi once said, “I 
like your Jesus; I don’t like His people.”  True persecution will come when others 
recognize that authentic Christian values will upturn the powers that be and topple 
our pyramids of success.  To be persecuted for our aim to “comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comforted” is a true badge of honor. 
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This is the only Beatitude that promises a reward in heaven:  “I’ve done all I could, 
and what good has it done me?  Others who don’t give a nod to God seem to come 
out better than I do.”  To such a person, this may very well be so.  The consolation is 
that the settling of many accounts will be in the world to come.  This is no excuse to 
allow the persecutions of others to carry on.  But we should learn to do what we 
believe is right, not because we will get an increase in salary or because we will win 
the next ball game, but because we believe it is simply right.  We’re willing to wait 
for the reward, even if it means waiting until the world to come.  We believe that God 
will reward goodness, and we’re so confident of this that we don’t mind waiting for 
it.   
But if we are never persecuted for our goodness, we should ask ourselves why not.  
As the Apostle Paul did say, “All who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). 
 
In conclusion, it is very clear that the happiness of which Jesus speaks in the 
Beatitudes has little or nothing to do with outward circumstances.  Indeed, this 
blessedness flies in the face of circumstances—it insists to embrace our 
circumstances, and thus transforming them. 
 
Perhaps Jesus never expected but only a minority to take Him seriously and live by 
these 8 Beatitudes.  But He knew that if that minority would become dedicated 
enough, they would be the leaven that would influence the whole lump. 
 

Narrative Lectionary 
 
What is a ‘lectionary’? 
 
 

A lectionary is a schedule of Bible 
readings, either for daily devotional 
reading or weekly worship services.  
Most people are familiar with the 
‘Revised Common Lectionary’ (RCL) 
which unites many Protestant and 
Catholic churches. 
 
The RCL prioritizes the themes of our 
holy days and liturgical seasons to such 

an extent that often the flow of the 
biblical story can get lost on the 
listeners.  In other words, the RCL 
assumes the people know the Bible’s 
content and flow and allows the story to 
jump around to fit a season’s given 
theme.  Many people know a number of 
different Bible stories but most today do 
not know how to put them in order or 
how they are connected.  Thus, like any 
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lectionary, the RCL has its pros and 
cons. 
The Narrative Lectionary is a newer 
schedule of readings developed out of 
Luther Seminary in 2010 which takes us 
on an annual journey through the Bible.  
The emphasis is on the flow 
(chronology) of the Biblical Story.  Thus, 
each fall, we walk through the Hebrew 
Bible (from Genesis to the prophets), 

and just before Christmas, we enter the 
New Testament. 
The narrative lectionary always begins 
the Sunday after Labor Day and 
concludes on the Day of Pentecost, 
leaving the summer open for some 
topical series.  While the RCL is a 3 year 
rotation, the NL is 4 years.  Each year, 
the NL focuses on just one Gospel. 
 
 

 

PEUMC IS NOW ON 
 

 

Go to youtube.com and type in “Port Edwards United Methodist Church” 
The first result will be our YouTube Channel—a place to access church-
related videos. 
 

If you wish to subscribe to our channel (to receive notifications and 
quicker access), you must have a Google (Gmail) account.   

• If your personal email ends with “gmail.com” then you have a Google account 
already. 

o YouTube will recognize when you are logged into your Gmail. 
• You can open a Google/Gmail account for free. 
• You still have access to our church videos with an account if you search for our 

videos through the search engine on youtube.com. 
 
What will be uploaded to YouTube by the Church? 

• welcome videos, and other info. videos geared toward 
guests and seekers. 

• videos of special church events 
• bible study lessons. 
• our Discipleship Pathway videos  

[see other August article] 
• videos teaching about United Methodism and 

Christianity. 
  

What will we NOT 
find on YouTube? 
 

Our weekly worship 
services.   
Neither Sunday morning 
nor Wednesday evening. 
 

These, for now, remain 
on Facebook. 
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What’s Ahead  
 

 
 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES #2 OF 2 
 

The People Have Spoken! 
In the past, people have asked about certain books of the Bible or certain biblical 
characters.  Some have asked about marriage advice (like Paul and Jesus, I am also a 
well-qualified single man ready to give marriage advice . . . ;-)  or about some current 
social issue.  In truth, there are no limitations to the topics.  Let ’em roll! 
 
So what does the Bible say about tattoos?  “Double check your spelling—you don’t want 
any ‘regerts’!” 

August 7 
The People Have Spoken, Part 1 

 
Communion 

August 14 
The People Have Spoken, Part 2 

August 21 
The People Have Spoken, Part 3 

August 28 
The People Have Spoken, Part 4 

 
Back-2-School 

Sunday 
September 4 

Music Sunday 
(Held Outdoors at 
Alexander Park) 

 

 

W.ORSHIP    O.N    W.EDNESDAY 
WEDNESDAYS @ 7:00 PM STARTING WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17TH  

(THROUGH SEPTEMBER 28TH) 7 WEEKS:  
“RECOVERING FROM BIBLICAL MANHOOD & 
WOMANHOOD” 

 



If any information listed is inaccurate, please contact the church office to have it corrected.  
peumc.office@gmail.com   or 715-887-3011 

Page 8 
 
 

TOPIC:  DO MEN AND WOMEN BENEFIT EQUALLY FROM THE BIBLE?  ARE THEY EQUALLY RESPONSIBLE IN 
“SHARPENING ONE ANOTHER IN THE FAITH” AND PASSING DOWN TO THE NEXT GENERATION?   
WHILE SOME CLAIM THE BIBLE IS A HOPELESSLY PATRIARCHAL CONSTRUCTION BY POWERFUL MEN TO 
OPPRESS MEN, SOME CHURCHES HAVE SOUGHT TO REINFORCE THIS TEACHING WHEN WE CONSTANTLY 
SEPARATE MEN AND WOMEN, CUSTOMIZING WOMEN’S RESOURCES AND STUDIES ACCORDING TO A 
CULTURALLY BASED UNDERSTANDING OF GENDER ROLES.  THIS STUDY EXPLORES THE FEMININE VOICE IN 
SCRIPTURE AS SYNERGISTIC WITH THE DOMINANT MALE VOICE.  THIS STUDY AFFIRMS THAT WE DO NOT 
READ THE BIBLE ALONE BUT READ IT WITHIN OUR INTERPRETIVE COVENANT COMMUNITIES—OUR 
CHURCHES. 
 
 

“Telling the Old, Old (Testament) Story” 
Monday Bible Study (Sept.-Oct.) 

 
 

Mondays @ 6:00 PM 
Starting Monday, September 12th (through 
October 24th) / 7 weeks 

Study held in the Memorial Lounge at PEUMC and on 
ZOOM (see links on our website) 

 
Sign up in church on the clipboard or use the form on www.peumc.org. 
No Cost.  No Book. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Old Testament is the story of God’s mission to restore creation 
and form God’s people as an instrument to participant in that mission. 
Using a narrative approach, this study invites you to imaginatively enter the biblical 
story from a “macro” (big-picture) level while drawing out multiple nuances within 
different texts and traditions at the same time.  In 7 weeks, we will sprint our way 
through the Old, Old Testament Story using Brade E. Kelle’s publication “Telling the 
Old Testament Story.” 
 

1 Sept. 12 Genesis 1-11 
2 Sept. 19 Genesis 12-50 / Exodus 1-15 
3 Sept. 26 Exodus 16 – Deuteronomy 
4 Oct. 3 Joshua – 2 Kings 
5 Oct. 10 1 Chronicles – Esther 
6 Oct. 17 Job – Song of Songs; Isaiah – Malachi 
7 Oct. 24 The Ongoing Story of God 

http://www.peumc.org/
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OUR 2022-2023 WORSHIP THEME 
 

Using the NL, the Gospel we will be focusing on 
this year is MATTHEW! 

 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER SCHEDULE 

Sept. 11 Flood & Promise Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17  
(or Genesis 8:14-9:17) 

Sept. 18 Call of Abraham Genesis 12:1-9 
Sept. 25 Joseph in Prison Genesis 39:1-23 
Oct. 2 Rescue at the Sea Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 
Oct. 9 Covenant & Commandments Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 
Oct. 16 Joshua Renews the Covenant Joshua 24:1-26(7) 
Oct. 23 David & Bathsheba 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9; Ps. 51:1-9 
Oct. 30 Solomon’s Wisdom 1 Kings 3:4-28 

 
 
 

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
What – LUCA (Disney PIXAR 
When – Friday – August 12th @ 8:10 pm (sunset) (Rain Date 8/13) 
Length – 1 Hour 35 min.  (approx. end time 9:45 pm) 
Cost – Free  Free-Free, Free, Free! 
Where – Church Parking Lot 
Who – A Community Event 
 

BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS! 

 

BACK-2-SCHOOL SUNDAY – August 28th 
(Blessing of backpacks & tablets) 

 
United Women  

              in Faith  
November 5 
Bazaar Update   

UWIF Fall Bazaar is tentatively scheduled for November 5.  
We are looking for craft items to sell.  See the signup sheet 
in the tower room for more information. 
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NEW CONGREGATIONAL PHOTO EVENT 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
DUST OFF ANY LONG-LOST CHURCH MEMBER THAT YOU KNOW! 

 
 

 

  



If any information listed is inaccurate, please contact the church office to have it corrected.  
peumc.office@gmail.com   or 715-887-3011 

Page 11 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
July 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
 

   @Love Inc. 
Subs & Ice 
Cream Social 
11 am – 2 pm  

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
10:00 am Service 
The People Have 
Spoken Part 1 
Communion 

    8:10 pm 
Outdoor 
Movie Night 
Church 
Parking Lot 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
10:00 am Service 
The People Have 
Spoken Part 2 
Second Sunday  
Refreshments 

Confirmation 
Class 
deadline 
(this week) 

 7:00 pm 
Worship on 
Wednesday 
 
 

10:00 am 
Nurture 
Committee  
 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
The People Have 
Spoken Part 3 
11:15 am 
Church Council 

  7:00 pm 
Worship on 
Wednesday 
 
 

   

28 29 30 31 Sept. 1 Sept. 2 Sept. 3 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
The People Have 
Spoken Part 4 
Back-2-School 
Sunday 
 

  7:00 pm 
Worship on 
Wednesday 

 
 

   

September 4 - service will be held outdoors at Alexander Park 
Church Office CLOSED for Labor Day – September 5 

September 11 – Congregational Photo! 
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Noteworthy  
 

 
 

CONFIRMATION – 2022-2023 
 

Pastor Caleb will be putting together a Confirmation Class for the 2022-2023 year.  
Confirmation is available for any student that is starting the 8th Grade and above in 
September.  Any high school age student is welcome to sign up, too.  Pastor is willing to 
set up monthly meetings in his office for any youth between Sunday School age and 
Confirmation age (6th and 7th grades), as a "pre-Confirmation" counseling time (no course 
material).  Please notify the church office or contact Pastor Caleb by mid-August. 
 
The class will begin in September and will continue for most of the 2022-2023 school year.  
The class will conclude with a Service of Confirmation on the Day of Pentecost (Sunday, 
May 28th, 2023) with a child’s first public affirmation of faith (and baptism, for those not yet 
baptized).  They will become a Professing/Baptized Member of PEUMC and in The United 
Methodist Church.  The course is free and will be guided by the official United Methodist 
curriculum called Confirm. 
 

 

August Mission 
RESTORATIVE HEALING  Boy Scout Survivors’ Trust Fund  
 

FROM THE WI CONFERENCE WEBSITE:  “ We put healing and wholeness for 
survivors of abuse at the center of our actions, therefore, we ask that every United Methodist 
congregation in Wisconsin to review and make appropriate improvements to their Safe 
Sanctuary policies, and we pray for the survivors, that we commit to improving the 
stewardship of children in our span of care, and that individuals and churches make a gift to 
the Wisconsin BSA Survivors’ Trust Fund to the full extent of our commitment.  Any gifts raised 
more than $208,096 will be used for the Wisconsin Conference attorney’s fees.  If our efforts 
fall short, in June 2023, we will assess how much has been raised and how much may be 
required from our Conference reserves to demonstrate tangible evidence of our commitment 
to RESTORATIVE HEALING.” 
 
NOTE: The United Methodist Church and the 
BSA has reestablished a working relationship 
in June 2022 with a revised troop-to-church 
structure.  In short, the local troop and the BSA 
bears 100% of the liability in cases of abuse. 

NOTE: The Survivors’ Trust Fund is NOT to 
cover legal or court fees.  This money is part 
of the settlement that goes directly to the 
survivors and their families.

PLEASE WRITE ALL CHECKS OUT TO “PEUMC” WITH “BSA” or “SURVIVOR FUND” IN THE MEMO.  ALL 
LOCAL DONATIONS WILL BE REMITTED TO THE CONFERENCE FUND AT THE END OF AUGUST. 
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Our Community 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS 
                 AUGUST VOLUNTEERS 

Home Delivered Meals Drivers  
Julie Berg 
Sue Mitchell 
Leo &; Sue Thomasgard 
Becky Taylor 

Every four weeks, PEUMC volunteers deliver a hot and nutritious noon meal to homes 
of Wisconsin Rapids area residents who are unable to prepare their own meals.  Anyone 
interested in helping with this program may contact Becky Taylor (715-887-2163) for 
more information.  THANK YOU! 
 

Summer Activities! 
 

 
Night! 

 
Lots of fun and prizes were to be had at the 
July 27 BINGO night!   
 
Thank you Nathan and Brandon Swensen for 

hosting the Bingo Night.  They did a fantastic job calling numbers and moving the 
game along! 
 

Outdoor 
Movie Night 

 
Our first outdoor movie night was spent 

watching Mary Poppins Returns  
on July 23rd! 

  

A program of Aspirus Riverview 
Hospital made possible by United Way 

of South Wood & Adams Counties 
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Many Thanks to . . . 
The Nurture Team (Diane, Carol Ann, Lori, Sharon St., and Kathy S.) for preparing 
the Church-wide Birthday party. 

Thank you to the Witness Team (Jennifer, Nathan, Brandon Swensen, and 
Lindsey Hintz) for setting up our movie nights (and for bingo) and to  
 Jeff Taylor for setting up the movie screen each time. 

We raised $300 for the school library on behalf of Mr. Gasch and Mr. Burkart. 

We also collected a nice amount of school supplies for "Stuff the Bus." 

 August  Birthdays  August Anniversaries 
August 3 
Hans Hansen 

August 7 
Anna Mykisen 
Jeff Taylor 

August 11 
Lori Hintz 
Barbara Taylor 

August 22 
Gloria Wunrow 

August 23 
LuAnn Slattery 

August 27 
Mike Hintz 

August 28 
Carlyn Cumberland 

August 29 
Mable Johnson 

August 3 
Bill & Jody Parks 

August 14 
Ken & Sue Brzezinski 

August 22 
Phil & Ginnie Oliver 

August 24 
Curtis & Linda Frost 


