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United Methodists with varied views on the abortion issue were alternately stunned and satisfied after 

word came down from the Supreme Court that Roe v. Wade would no longer be the law of the land. 

“I think we’re in a very, very sad and difficult time,” said the Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, a veteran 

General Conference delegate from Michigan who is also candidate for bishop in the North Central 

Jurisdiction. “I know that some will be celebrating this. . . . We are already a fractured country; this is going 

to fracture us more.” 

The Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision, which overturns the landmark Roe v. 

Wade ruling the high court made in 1973, gives the go-ahead to states to formulate their own policies on 

abortion. Some have already done so in anticipation of the ruling.  Texas last year effectively outlawed 

abortion after the sixth week of pregnancy and allows almost any private citizen to sue anyone who helps a 

pregnant women terminate her pregnancy. 

“Technically, somebody who rapes you could financially benefit from that (under the Texas law) . . . 

because of this ability for anyone to sue whoever might assist a woman in some way in seeking an abortion,” 

said the Rev. Rebecca David Hensley, a deacon in the North Texas Conference and a Ph.D candidate in 

religious studies in a joint program at Iliff School of Theology and the University of Denver.  She also 

teaches as an adjunct professor at Iliff. 

Hensley, who is 23 weeks pregnant, said she felt “numbness” when she heard about the ruling, along 

with anxiety, anger and heartbreak. 

“My real immediate response for me was thinking about my own pregnancy, and that we’re bringing a 

baby girl into this world and that it’s becoming an ever more frightening place for girls and women.” 

Harriett Jane Olson, top executive president of United Women of Faith (formerly United Methodist 

Women), said “the banning of abortions will not end abortions.” 

“Rather, women of financial means will travel to areas where abortion remains safe and legal,” she said, 

“while many poor and working-class women and girls will resort to unsafe procedures that could cost them 

their lives, which happened too often prior to the Roe decision.” [see attachment for full statement] 

The Rev. David F. Watson, academic dean and vice president for academic affairs at Union Theological 

Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, and an ordained elder in the West Ohio Conference, said that “regardless of what 

federal or state laws regarding abortion may be, the role of the church does not change. We are to protect 

life, stand up for the most vulnerable and care for those in need and support families.” 

The United Methodist Church’s official position on abortion in the Book of Discipline states: “Our belief 

in the sanctity of unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion. But we are equally 

bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother and the unborn child.” 

The Book of Discipline’s Social Principles go on to assert, “We recognize tragic conflicts of life with 

life that may justify abortion, and in such cases we support the legal option of abortion under proper 

medical procedures by certified medical providers.” [see attachment for full statement.] 

The Supreme Court’s ruling is in harmony with The United Methodist Church’s historical values, said 

the Rev. Paul T. Stallsworth, pastor of Whiteville United Methodist Church in North Carolina and editor 

of Lifewatch, the newsletter of the Taskforce of United Methodists on Abortion and Sexuality. The 

organization is an unofficial advocacy group that has long organized a worship service to coincide with the 

annual March for Life that protests Roe v. Wade. 

“Through the centuries, the church has taught that the least of these include the unborn child and the 

mother of the unborn child,” Stallsworth said. “These are folks who are very vulnerable, very open to 

manipulation, abuse and so on. . . . I think a part of this also has to do with the church being engaged in 

ministry towards those who are threatened by abortion. 



“That would mean assisting the women themselves,” he said. “Also, it could mean being in assistance to 

crisis pregnancy centers that would help the women.  I think that’s very important to do.” 

A statement from United Methodist Board of Church and Society decried the high court’s decision and 

emphasized the church recognizes there are tragic situations that may necessitate abortions. 

“Today’s decision unleashes severe consequences and threatens access to care for every community, and 

specifically Black, Brown, Indigenous and low-income communities,” it stated. “This decision comes at a 

time when many states are already moving to restrict access to quality care and comprehensive health care 

services like family planning, birth control and the expansion of Medicaid.  These restrictions deny the basic 

right to lifesaving care that everybody has the right to access and receive.” [see attachment for full 

statement]. 

Likewise, a statement from the United Methodist Commission on the Status and Role of Women said that 

the ruling was likely to be more of a burden for less wealthy Americans and is also a setback for women’s 

equality. 

“By reducing a woman’s rights, our class structure is further divided, contrary to our belief that all 

women and men are created equal,” said the statement. “We grieve this injustice.” [see attachment for full 

statement.] 

Olson, of United Women in Faith, called on “federal and state legislators to act to protect the lives of 

women and girls by codifying their right to privacy, to legal and safe contraceptives, and, in tragic conflicts 

of life with life, to abortions. State-coerced motherhood — like state-coerced sterilization — undermines 

women's ability to carefully discern and follow God's calling in their lives.” 

“As we look through the lens of Christ at the hurting world around us, we can’t help but to reflect on the 

heartfelt plea of John Wesley, ‘to do no harm,’” said Greg Arnold, top executive of the churchwide 

Commission on United Methodist Men. “While the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe is lauded by 

many as an effort to honor the sanctity of life and therefore ‘reduce harm,’ the lives of so many women have 

been potentially placed into the path of harm.” 

Arnold said United Methodist Men continues to support the Social Principles and to “stand firmly by ‘the 

well-being of both mother and unborn child.’ This includes the right of choice and equitable access to legal 

medical care when the sanctity of life is at risk for either mother or unborn child. We ask for God’s wisdom 

and His spirit who teaches how to pray in such challenging moments.” 

Stallsworth believes the ruling signals “an increase in democracy.” 

“States will now democratically decide their own laws on abortion,” he said.  

“As those democratic discussions and debates unfold, the church will most certainly have a role to play, a 

witness to offer. All the while, the church will continue to strive to be the church — offering the Gospel of 

forgiveness to all, teaching and preaching the truth about life and abortion, and reaching out in mercy to 

those who are tempted to take innocent lives to solve pressing problems.” 

Patterson is a UM News reporter in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Full Statement on Abortion from our 

denomination’s Book of Discipline 
 

Abortion 

The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence. While 

individuals have always had some degree of control over when they would die, they now have the awesome 

power to determine when and even whether new individuals will be born. Our belief in the sanctity of 

unborn human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion. 

But we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother and the 

unborn child. 

We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such cases we support the 

legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures by certified medical providers. We support 

parental, guardian, or other responsible adult notification and consent before abortions can be performed on 

girls who have not yet reached the age of legal adulthood. We cannot affirm abortion as an acceptable means 

of birth control, and we unconditionally reject it as a means of gender selection or eugenics (see Resolution 3184). 

We oppose the use of late-term abortion known as dilation and extraction (partial-birth abortion) and call 

for the end of this practice except when the physical life of the mother is in danger and no other medical 

procedure is available, or in the case of severe fetal anomalies incompatible with life. This procedure shall be 

performed only by certified medical providers. Before providing their services, abortion providers should be 

required to offer women the option of anesthesia. 

We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the sorts of conditions that may cause 

them to consider abortion. We entrust God to provide guidance, wisdom, and discernment to those facing an 

unintended pregnancy. 

The Church shall offer ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies. We commit our Church to continue 

to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis 

pregnancy, and to those who give birth. 

We mourn and are committed to promoting the diminishment of high abortion rates. The Church shall 

encourage ministries to reduce unintended pregnancies such as comprehensive, age-appropriate sexuality 

education, advocacy in regard to contraception, and support of initiatives that enhance the quality of life for 

all women and girls around the globe. 

Young adult women disproportionately face situations in which they feel that they have no choice due to 

financial, educational, relational, or other circumstances beyond their control. The Church and its local 

congregations and campus ministries should be in the forefront of supporting existing ministries and 

developing new ministries that help such women in their communities. They should also support those crisis 

pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help women explore all options 

related to unplanned pregnancy. We particularly encourage the Church, the government, and social service 

agencies to support and facilitate the option of adoption. (See ¶ 161L.) We affirm and encourage the Church 

to assist the ministry of crisis pregnancy centers and pregnancy resource centers that compassionately help 

women find feasible alternatives to abortion. 

Governmental laws and regulations do not provide all the guidance required by the informed Christian 

conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion should be made only after thoughtful and prayerful 

consideration by the parties involved, with medical, family, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel. 
 

Ministry to Those Who Have Experienced an Abortion 

We urge local pastors to become informed about the symptoms and behaviors associated with post-

abortion stress. We commit our Church to continue to provide nurturing ministries to those who terminate a 

pregnancy, to those in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give birth. We further encourage 

local churches to make available contact information for counseling agencies that offer programs to address 

post-abortion stress for all seeking help. 



Statement from the United Women in Faith (UWIF) 

(formerly United Methodist Women – UMW) 

 

United Women in Faith Concerned About Women’s and Girls’ Lives as Supreme Court 

Overturns Roe v Wade 
June 24, 2022 

NEW YORK, June 24, 2022 – As a leading Christian women’s organization committed to the needs of 

women, children, and youth, United Women in Faith is concerned about the impact of today’s Supreme 

Court’s decision to overturn Roe v Wade, a ruling that had protected women’s rights to legal and safe 

abortion since 1973. We know from women’s experiences in the United States that the banning of abortions 

will not end abortions. Rather, women of financial means will travel to areas where abortion remains safe 

and legal, while many poor and working-class women and girls will resort to unsafe procedures that could 

cost them their lives, which happened too often prior to the Roe decision. 

Over the years, The United Methodist Church has adopted a position on abortion that calls us to respect 

both the sanctity of unborn human life and the well-being of the mother, while supporting the legal option of 

abortion by certified medical providers in cases of “tragic conflicts of life with life.” 

As a matter of religious liberty in this country, women are entitled to seek guidance in the privacy of their 

families and faith traditions or ethical mores in these moments. Religious communities offer guidance on this 

issue expressly because there are so many differing opinions, questions, and circumstances. The United 

Methodist Church has provided such guidance for members (The United Methodist Church Book of 

Discipline 2016, ¶161 K). Other faith communities provide their own guidance. Women must be able to 

make decisions touching on the multiple lives involved in a pregnancy both because it is a fundamental right 

and because it is necessary to her free exercise of religious belief. 

We call on federal and state legislators to act to protect the lives of women and girls by codifying their 

right to privacy, to legal and safe contraceptives, and, in tragic conflicts of life with life, to abortions. State-

coerced motherhood — like state-coerced sterilization — undermines women’s ability to carefully discern 

and follow God’s calling in their lives. 

 

Statement from The United Methodist Board of  

Church and Society 
 

United Methodists value women’s rights and recognize the importance of ministries that support women 

and their reproductive health. 

The United Methodist Church, responding to the Gospel and informed by our Wesleyan history, affirms 

the sacred worth of all people and calls us to advocate in support of policies that support abundant, healthy 

life for all. 

This commitment to the sacred worth of all people has called us to prayerfully reflect on the justice, 

rights, and health for the mother, child and family. Through our prayerful advocacy and witness we as a 

church affirm that, “we are equally bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother 

and the unborn child. We recognize tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion, and in such 

cases, we support the legal option of abortion under proper medical procedures by certified medical 

providers.” (United Methodist Social Principles ¶161.K) 

This prayerful response from the United Methodist Church is a collective witness that centers on the 

value and dignity of every mother, child, and family. However, today The United States Supreme Court 

decision denied the value and dignity of women to access the fundamental right to the supportive care and 

services they deserve. 



Today’s decision unleashes severe consequences and threatens access to care for every community, and 

specifically Black, Brown, Indigenous and low-income communities. This decision comes at a time when 

many states are already moving to restrict access to quality care and comprehensive health care services like 

family planning, birth control, and the expansion of Medicaid. These restrictions deny the basic right to 

lifesaving care that every-body has the right to access and receive. 

As people of faith, God calls us to transform conditions of injustice and advocate for the rights of all 

people to have access to affordable, equitable and comprehensive healthcare that includes reproductive and 

maternal care. 

We grieve and lament today’s decision. We ask that churches provide a healing and nurturing presence 

that cares for the women and families in your communities wrestling with today’s decision and their own 

experiences. We also acknowledge that today’s decision compels us to renewed advocacy for policies that 

create an environment where all people have access to a community, services, and healthcare that lead to 

flourishing and abundance. 
 

Statement from The United Methodist  

General Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
06/24/2022 

    

Today’s Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe V. Wade creates gender, racial and economic injustice 

for all Americans.  It draws deeper lines between those who have means and those who do not.  It creates 

geographical disparities that erase equal access and opportunity to healthcare.  By reducing a woman’s 

rights, our class structure is further divided, contrary to our belief that all women and men are created 

equal.  We grieve this injustice. 

 

A Psalm of Lament by The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
(adapted from Psalm 13) 

Oh Lord, how long will you allow women and girls to be unseen and forgotten? 

How long shall they be left with deep sorrow, anguish, and travail? 

Oh Lord, how long will women and girls be viewed as second-class citizens? 

How long before women and girls will be able to make decisions 

for their own health and wellness as well as for their families? 

Oh Lord, how long shall they be persecuted by those who have tormented them and taken away their 

dignity? 

How long will they continue to be exploited by those who do not share in their burdens, 

nor carry the weight of their collective pain? 

Oh Lord, help all to remember that everyone is created in the image of God. 

Help all humankind to know that we are of equal value in your eyes.  

Dear Lord, we long for the day when reason, not power, 

when love, not indifference will lead us to create a more equitable society. 

 

CALL TO ACTION: The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women recognizes there is 

still much work to do regarding a woman’s power and right to make decisions about her body and 

healthcare.  We recognize that every person; woman and man is a full and equal part of God’s family.  We 

stand in solidarity with every woman, and young girl.  

Join us as we continue to challenge systems that perpetuate these injustices and work to redress inequities 

of the past and prevent further inequities against women and girls both in the church and in the world. 
 

 



Statement from the Council of Bishops of  

The United Methodist Church 
 

June 25, 2022  

Roe v. Wade Statement from Council of Bishops  

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues,  

The great diversity which makes up the people called United Methodist often leads to different perspectives 

and viewpoints.  

 

The preamble of our Social Principles acknowledges that clear reality when it states, “The Social Principles 

are a call to all members of The United Methodist Church to a prayerful studied dialogue of faith and 

practice.” However, even in the midst of differing opinions, our Social Principles consistently offer words 

about the sacred worth of all people and the role the church plays “for nurturing human beings into the 

fullness of their humanity,” even in the midst of complex issues and difficult days.  

 

The decision by the Supreme Court of the United States to overturn Roe v. Wade represents one of those 

complex issues and difficult days. The issuance of this ruling has denied the sacred worth of women who 

face “the tragic conflicts of life with life that may justify abortion.”  

 

This historic decision serves to create a further divide between persons of privilege who have the means to 

seek necessary health care and those who lack this privilege due to their current economic condition, their 

disproportionately affected lives, or the color of their skin. As our Commission on the Status and Role of 

Women has stated, this decision “creates gender, racial and economic injustice for all Americans. It draws 

deeper lines between those who have means and those who do not. It creates geographical disparities that 

erase equal access and opportunity to healthcare.”  

 

This decision further complicates the struggle and creates division, anger, and chaos in an already divided 

and conflicted country.  

 

The overturning of Roe v. Wade is a call for the church to rise above the fray to offer words of support and 

hope in the midst of emptiness and despair and to advocate for women who are unjustly affected and unfairly 

harmed.  

 

The gospel we proclaim calls us to extend grace, love, sound advice, and an open heart for those who find 

themselves in the midst of confusion and despair. It will require us, as our General Board of Church and 

Society has already stated, to ramp up our advocacy “for the rights of all people to have access to 

affordable, equitable and comprehensive healthcare that includes reproductive and maternal care.”  

 

I call all United Methodists to a time of deep reflection, prayer, and mobilization as we continue the struggle 

to stand in the gap with intercession, advocacy, support, and grace for such a time as this. In the midst of our 

diversity of opinion, may we be one in our response to those who are broken and to world that is divided.  

 

As our Social Principles state,  

 

“Grateful for God’s forgiving love, in which we live and by which we are judged, and affirming our belief in 

the inestimable worth of each individual, we renew our commitment to become faithful witnesses to the 

gospel, not alone to the ends of earth, but also to the depths of our common life and work.” 



 

May it be so. May it be so.  

 

The Journey Continues, . . .  

 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton  

President - Council of Bishops  

The United Methodist Church 
 

 

Facebook post from Reconciling Ministries Network 

(RMN)  

(Friday, June 24th – 1:00 PM) 

This decision damns over half the nation's states to likely bans on safe abortion access. It most acutely 

impacts people who are poor, people with less access to reproductive care, people in situations of domestic 

violence, people of color, and queer and trans people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Famous Quote from Benedictine Sister Joan Chittister 
 

(Joan Daughtery Chittister – born April 26, 1936 – is an American Benedictine nun, theologian, author, and speaker.  

She has served as Benedictine prioress and Benedictine federation president, president of the Leadership Conference 

of Women Religious, and co-chair of the Global Peace Initiative of Women) 

 

“I do not believe that just because you are opposed to abortion, that that makes 

you pro-life.  In fact, I think in many cases, your morality is deeply lacking if 

all you want is a child born but not a child fed, a child educated, a child 

housed.  And why would I think that you don’t?   

Because you don't want any tax money to go there.   

That’s not pro-life.  That’s pro-birth.   

We need a much broader conversation on what the morality of pro-life is.” 


