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P.E.U.M.C. GAME NIGHT! 
Win lots of cash! 

Meet your favorite celebrities! 
Walk away famous! 

NONE OF THIS IS TRUE!  
Join us anyway for a night of fun! 

Tuesday, June 21st @ 6:00 PM 
What is “Match Game”?  It is an American TV 

panel game show that premiered on NBC in 1962 
and has been revived several times over the last 

60 years.   
The game features contestants trying to match 

answers given by celebrity panelists  
to fill-in-the-blank answers.   

The questions are often formed as humorous 
double entendres. 

(+ popcorn & drinks) 

 

“Dumb Dora was so dumb (“How dumb was she?”),  
that when her feet hurt, she takes off her ______.” 

 

“Eating at ‘Mom’s Diner’ is a strange experience.   
Right after you finish eating dinner,  

Mom makes you ______.” 

 
 

 
 

The Backside of Beatitudes 
a Bible study review by Pastor Caleb 

 

J. Ellsworth Kalas (1923-2015) wrote a series of bible studies called From the Back Side: “Parables from 
the Back Side,” “Old Testament from the Back Side,” “The Ten Commandments from the Back Side,” etc.  
When asked to write a “back side” study on the Beatitudes, his first reaction was: “But they are already 
from the ‘back side!’” Meaning, they are already counterintuitive and even subversive.  You cannot take a 
look at the Beatitudes from a different point of view when they were already written with that different point 
of view in mind—utterly at odds with our usual outlook on life. 

 
The Beatitudes are 8 blessings spoken by Jesus at the opening of His famous Sermon on the Mount.  They 
appear, with some differences, in Matthew 5 and Luke 6. 

The Message 
June, 2022 

Port Edwards United Methodist Church Newsletter 
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Blessed—a very upbeat word, meaning “supremely blissful,” “fortunate,” and 
“happy.”  Although we have a right to happiness/blessedness, and even a 
constitutional right to pursue it, Jesus says that it is not something you get by 
pursuing it at all; the Beatitudes are like our own declaration of dependence.  They 
are not spiritual quick-fixes nor 5-easy-lessons capsules.  Blessedness/happiness 

is a joy that is serene and untouchable, and self-contained . . . completely independent of all the chances 
and changes of life.  Blessedness does not depend on health or wealth or achievements.  It has nothing to 
do with chance or circumstances.  It is complete within itself.  It is a “Serenity Prayer” life:  taking control of 
those manageable life situations we happen to be in at the moment, while also knowing that God will redeem 
all the situations we cannot control at all.   Here is a break down of the first 3 Beatitudes: 

 
1. “Happy/blessed are people who are hopeless 

(poor in spirit), because the kin’dom of heaven 
is theirs.”  Poor = Greek for “absolutely destitute.”  
Related to this word is humility—a willing 
acceptance of our neediness.  This person accepts 
not being in control.  Being out of control is perhaps 
the most frustrating and demeaning experience in 
life.  Logic seems to insist that one sure requirement 
for the kin’dom of heaven would be riches of spirit:  
Shouldn’t God’s kin’dom require its citizens to have 
extraordinary spiritual riches? “Nothing in my hand I 
bring, simply to the cross I cling.”  This Beatitude is 
our declaration of spiritual bankruptcy.  In AA, the 
first rule is this: the organization cannot do a thing 
for the alcoholic until that person confesses that 
they are an alcoholic and is helpless.  In order to 
gain eternal life, we have to confess that we have 
no way to buy it.  If we think we could make it on our 
own unaided merit, we are already too “rich.”  Until 
we acknowledge our poverty in spirit, nothing can 
be done for us.  Happy are those who confess they 
are ill, because then their doctor can help them.  
Happy are those who know they are weak, because 
someone else can lend them strength. 
 

2. “Happy/blessed are those who mourn/grieve, 
for they will be comforted/made glad.”  We 
immediately think about the mourning for the dead, 
that intense lament for a lost loved one.  That is part 
of it.  But one thing Jesus had in mind was sorrow 
for our sins.  Do we often mourning over the sins we 
have committed, though?  After all, the basic quality 
of repentance is a sense of profound sorrow for the 
wrongs we have done, along with a passion to turn 
life in a different direction.  When we mourn for our 
sins, we gain a new sensitivity to the rights and 
feelings of others.  We become concerned for the 
harm our sins will have on other human beings and 
on the heart and purpose of God.  Additionally, 

Jesus also means “mourning for others.”  In a world 
like ours, we need people who are willing to hurt for 
the pain of others. There’s no better way to find 
comfort for one’s own soul than to take upon 
ourselves the burden of some other person.  
Comfort has its roots in the word “strength.”  So 
happy are they who mourn, for they shall be made 
strong: comforted. 
 

3. “Happy/blessed are those who are 
humble/meek, for they will inherit the earth.”  
Meek = self-control.  The Greek word is praus, the 
proper ground between excessive anger and 
excessive indifference: Blessed is the one who is 
always angry at the right time, and never angry at 
the wrong time.  Most of us believe that anger is 
never good.  But channeled correctly, it can be a 
powerful motivator: a holy dissatisfaction.  Every 
great cause, every great human gain, would die if it 
were not for people who have gotten angry with 
things are they are.  Meek ≠ weak.  A meek person 
is not a weak person but a very, very strong one.  
So strong, in fact, that they are able to hold strength 
under control, so that the strength is used for right 
purposes.  Meekness does not mean to have 
nothing.  It is to have power, resources, and 
strength, yet not be influenced by them or made 
arrogant by their potential.  The meek do not have 
to “claim their rights,” because they fully possess 
them already.  They don’t assert themselves or 
throw their weight around; the meek do not have to 
prove themselves to anyone.  They are a 
wonderfully confident people.  Meekness is a matter 
of being God-mastered.  We win mastery over 
ourselves by giving mastery over to God.
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“Pastoral Care to the LGBTQ+ Community” 
(and Exploring the ‘T’ in LGB‘T’Q) 

a review of Dr. Jacob Diestlemann’s presentation by Pastor Caleb 
 

On Wednesday, May 25th, a good 
representation of the congregation, and a 
community member, attended Dr. Jacob 
Diestlemann’s presentation in PEUMC’s 
Fellowship Hall.  This is the third of our 
four-part “Reconciling Series” for the 
spring. 
 

Dr. Jake is a psychologist at Marshfield Clinic 
Health System.  He said he often works with 
transgender persons, including those considering 
medical or surgical treatment.  Transgender (the 
‘T’ in LGBTQ+) is defined as “people who have a 
gender identity or gender expression that is 
different from the sex that they were assigned at 
birth.” 

 

What does “assigned at birth” mean?  So how do we tell if a baby is a male or female?  
Historically, that was very easy: look at the genitalia.  Today, we do have the added benefit 
of looking at chromosomes: Females have an XX chromosome pairing, while males have 
XY.  But because of the imperfect human formation we all undergo from conception, this 
pairing is not always so clear.  Swyer syndrome is the name of just one out of many other 
variable.  The interaction of a person’s total 46 chromosomes and the tiny ‘pieces’ [not a 
scientific term] that attaches themselves to the chromosomes, can lead to a variety of 
situations where hormones and genitalia don’t always align perfectly.  In fact, some females 
can produce higher testosterone than the average male, and vice versa.  Some may be born 
with “ambiguous genitalia” where certain parts are undeveloped or underdeveloped, others 
may have a mix of ‘parts’ associated with either sex.  Dr. Jake spoke of the likely possibility 
of parents and doctors misgendering a baby based on incomplete data (usually based on 
what’s on the outside or even simply the XX or XY chromosomes.)  What is placed on the 
birth certificate, and the way a child is raised, is not sufficient enough to affect or bury what’s 
on the “inside.” 
 

Dr. Jake told us that “transgender” persons have always been around, even before there 
was a name for them.  They are not a new phenomenon.  
 

But before scientific exploration 
and general awareness, most 
people didn’t know what was 
wrong or how to respond.  
Without awareness or 
understanding, very few people 

could have the resources to articulate what 
they were feeling on the inside.  For them, 
changing names and gender was not a 
legitimate option that crossed their minds.  

It was scientifically and culturally 
impossible.  The rate of babies being born 
with ambiguous genitalia or variations of 
the chromosome has been the same as far 
back as data can show.  It is not on the 
uprise; there is simply more awareness 
that allows for better documentation, more 
possibilities to pursue, and more affirming 
resources that allow a person to be 
outward in their identity. 
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Dr. Jake talked about “Gender Dysphoria,” 
the experience of a person who doesn’t 
feel right in their body, that something feels 
“off.”  We talked about our own 
experiences of being in situations where 
we felt awkward (overdressed, 
underdressed; only female in the room; 
only person of color at the event; etc.).  A 
person can feel this “dysphoria” at any age, 
technically.  The average age in children is 
around 8 years old.  Clothing is a major 
factor to consider.  Beyond just being a 
“tomboy” or “tomgirl”, some children will 
find a miraculous relief and freedom 

wearing the clothing associated with the 
opposite sex.  It feels right and natural to 
them.   
 
Dr. Jake said that parents should allow kids 
to explore this in age-appropriate ways that 
are safe and affirming.  “Not feeling right” 
or “being born in the wrong body” are not 
experiences that can be taught (or even 
un-taught).  It should be addressed 
appropriately, knowing that not all who feel 
this way in childhood grow up to be 
transgender adults.   

 
It’s difficult to offer a single step-by-step guideline for 
parents because these are deeply personal and unique 
experiences; one must work with where the child is 
developmentally. 
Dr. Jake reminded us that gender identity spectrum 

(woman—genderqueer—man), gender expression spectrum (feminine—androgynous—
masculine), biological sex spectrum (female—intersex—male), sexual orientation spectrum 
(heterosexual—bisexual / pansexual—homosexual) have their basis in the biological makeup 
of a person, with a *little* bit of external factors mixed in.  These are not pure choices.  When 
someone is discerning their own identity, they should be guided and nurtured, but not 
suppressed. 
 

Not all transgender persons have ‘sex 
changes.’  In older people, there is only so 
much that hormonal treatments or 
surgeries can change.  It’s very expensive, 
and state laws and insurance companies 
can refuse payment.  Wisconsin state 
allows it, but it’s still up to individual 
policies.   

Transgender persons are a current focus in 
politics.  Many politicians are using 
unscientific data, and many are pushing 
legislation based on feeling personally 
threatened by such “shadowy” persons.  
Wisconsin has had both pro- and anti-
transgender laws considered in recent 
months. 

The correct and respectful use of pronouns is very 
important.  To some, the disrespectful use of wrong 
pronouns can be traumatic to a transgender person.  
Most transgender persons simply want you to make an 
legitimate effort to use the right name and preferred 
pronouns in order to be affirmed and seen. 
 

Forty percentage of transgender persons will attempt 
suicide.  That’s the highest percentage in the  LGBTQ+ community; they are the most 
oppressed constituency with the least amount of accessible help.  Many transgender persons 
report not having many close, affirming friends, as well as a significant lack of resources geared 

40% of transgender 
persons will 

attempt suicide. 
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for them.  On the other hand, Dr. Jake reminded us of the incalculable value 
of a transgender person having at least one affirming friend, and 
especially of having a community (or community of faith) that is 
affirming.  This could literally be a matter of LIFE OR DEATH for them. 
 

Does God make mistakes?  No.  But let’s be realistic:  From conception to birth, a human being 
is formed by purely fallible processes.  And many babies are born with characteristics that fly 
in the face of what is considered “normal” and many are born with features that make life and 
living very difficult.  God grieves with us in these situations.  Our imperfect human nurturing in 
the womb makes each of us no less a perfect gift from God.  Our job is not to judge by what 
has been considered “normal,” but to extend affirming love to each person according to where 
they are and what they need. 
 

 
 

 
 June is Pride Month 
 

PRIDE is the promotion of the self-affirmation, dignity, equality, and increased visibility of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, intersex, asexual (LGBTQIA+) people.  
June was chosen as Pride Month in the U.S. to commemorate the Stonewall riots, which 
occurred at the end of June 1969.  While one of the main staples of Pride month is its 
carnivalesque parades in major cities, the main force of the observance is “fighting prejudice 
and discrimination in their own lives and everywhere it exists”  

(U.S. President Barack Obama, May 28, 2010). 
 

The Rainbow Pride Flag:  
The central symbol of Pride is the rainbow flag.  Designed by Gilbert 
Baker in 1978 for the San Francisco Gay Freedom Day, the flag is now 
a “symbol of hope and liberation.”  The colors, spanning the traditional 
ROY-G-BIV color spectrum, represents the diversity of sexual 
minorities around the world. 

 

VARIATIONS OF THE FLAG: 
The Bisexual Pride Flag, designed by 

Michael Page, was 
introduced on December 
5th, 1998 to represent and 
increase the visibility of 

bisexuals.  He says, “The pink color 
represents sexual attraction to the same 
sex only, the blue represents sexual 
attraction to the opposite sex only and the 
resultant overlap purple color represents 
sexual attraction to both sexes.”  
 

The Transgender Pride Flag was 
designed by transgender 
woman Monica Helms in 
1999.  She says, “The 
stripes at the top and 

bottom are light blue, the traditional color 
for baby boys.  The stripes next to them are 
pink, the traditional color for baby girls.  
The white stripe in the middle is for people 
that are nonbinary.  The pattern is such 
that no matter which way you fly it, it is 
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always correct, signifying us finding 
correctness in our lives.  
 
The Progress Pride Flag was designed in 

2018 by Daniel Quasar.  
While retaining the 
common six-stripe 
rainbow design as a base, 

this variation adds a chevron along the 
hoist that features black, brown, light blue, 
pink, and white strips to bring those 
communities (marginalized people of color, 
trans individuals, those living with 
HIV/AIDS, and those who have been lost) 
to the forefront.  The chevron is an arrow 
showing forward movement.  This is the 

version that is displayed on the lobby doors 
of our church.  
 
The Ally Pride Flag.  While heterosexual 

(straight) and cisgender 
(identify with the sex 
assigned at their birth) 
people are technically not 

part of this community, allies are more 
than welcome to stand up and fight for the 
rights of LGBTQ+ people.  The flag 
features a large rainbow A, representing 
Ally, set with a background of black and 
white stripes (representing heterosexism).  
This is the flag that will be flown 
occasionally from the parsonage yard 
during Pride month.

 

How to “Half-Staff” Your F l a g If You Can’t? 
by Pastor Caleb 

 

About 5 years ago, I asked this same question: If I don’t own a vertical flagpole, how 
can I display my flag at “half-staff”?  The website of Gettysburg Flag Works gave me 
the answer.  For all flags displayed by a bracket on the side of the house or porch, 
there is an option: black ribbons or streamers.  gettysburgflag.com sells them.  Or 
you can make your own out of any black material.  The black ribbon is usually 
the width and length of the longest red or white stripes on the U.S. flag.  

These black mourning streamers can be a good way to show your respect during times of 
mourning.  If you cannot lower your flag to half-staff, flying this ribbon, attached to the top 
grommet of the flag, is the proper thing to do.   

 

There are also protocols about lowering your flag 
for a certain number of days when a top 
government official dies.  As private citizens, we 
may also choose to fly our flags at half-staff to 
honor any local political or religious leader, an 
honored teacher or sports coach, or a local hero.  

There is no authorization needed for private observations.  Others have chosen to fly their flag at 
half-staff upon the death of notable figures such as Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., the Columbia and 
Challenger Space Shuttle crew, and others such as Nelson Mandela, Pope John Paul II, Winston 
Churchill, etc. 
  

When does the flag fly at half-staff?   
Memorial Day,  

Patriot Day (9/11),  
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (12/7)   
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I am so grateful whenever someone thinks of their church family, and their pastor, 
when they are in need.  Our Prayer Chain is a great way to use “the power of 
prayer,” and being present for those in need is a major part of my vocation as a 
pastor. 
 
It is my honor and desire to visit anyone who is hospitalized or in recovery at home 
or in assisted living.  (Or even just to casually chat!)  I have been blessed to have 
avoided any damaging miscommunication in my ministry so far.  But hurt feelings 
can occur when assumptions are made.  So the follow “common sense” advice I 

am offering below is not based on any recent situation, but merely my way of being proactive for the future: 
 

1. Be clear about your intentions  
Whether talking to the pastor or the prayer chain, be clear:  
    Do you want a visit from the pastor?  Or a visit from someone from the church?   
    Or are you just giving information for the sake of prayer?  If so—say so! 
A hospital visit will require: 
 the name of the hospital and  
 room number 

The location and time of an appointment/surgery would be helpful. If you give this information to me (the 
pastor) I will assume you are requesting me to be there.  I am a very honored to do so! 
 

2. Hospitals rarely, if ever, call pastors anymore.   
Don’t assume that by writing down the name of your church on a hospital form, or telling the nurse, that the staff 
will call.  They usually do not anymore.  Hospital chaplains do not call, either, unless you specifically ask them.  
You, or your family, will have to be intentional about calling the pastor or church office.  Many people come and 
go from hospitals and the pastor does not know.  Do not assume the pastor or church knows. 

 

3. Do not assume that notifying a church member is the same as “letting the church know.”   
Many congregants do not call me, the pastor, because they assume “someone else probably will notify him.” 
Calling my cell phone is the best option.  Calling the church office is the next best option.  Calling the Prayer 
Chain (as a way of getting ahold of me) is another good option.  Be clear in your request!   

 

4. Get my contact information in your phone RIGHT NOW:   Pastor Caleb – 618-263-8058.   
Write it down with other prominent numbers.  Keep it in your boudoir—okay, may not. 
If I call, it may appear as “Caleb McGregor” or “Mount Carmel, Illinois.” 

 

5. Remember the words of Jesus: “Let your ‘yes’ mean yes, and your ‘no’ mean no.  Anything more or 
less than this comes from the Evil One” (Matthew 5:37).   
In other words, be clear and concise.  Don’t assume.  There is another quote about “assuming” but I won’t mention 
that one here!  

 

TO START THE PRAYER CHAIN: 
Call Maribeth L.-S. @ 715-887-3504 (daytime contact)  

OR  
Mary H. @ 715-887-3758 (evening/night contact) 
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Pastoral Community Hardship Fund – Update 
 
In May, the Church Council had voted to change the name from 
“PASTORAL Hardship Fund” to “COMMUNITY Hardship Fund.”  The 
name change does not change the fund’s purpose but clarifies it.  Thank 
you to all the generous hearts who have consistently given to our 
Community Hardship Fund over the years.   
 

In the past there was a policy that 50% of the donations would be split between the church and LOVE, 
INC. The Community Hardship Fund will continue to function with PEUMC retaining 100% of the 
offering.  (We have other sources at PEUMC to support LOVE, INC.) 
 
How is this benevolent fund used?  After a recent conversation with LOVE, INC., we have updated our 
protocol for using these monies. 
 

irst, any member or constituent of our 
church has access to it; just come talk to 
me (Pastor Caleb) or Amy in the church 

office.  We will not refer members to LOVE, INC. 
 

econd, members of the community 
(defined as the Rapids ‘micropolitan’ area) 
can use it, too.  But with LOVE, INC. 

recommendations, we are limiting how we give 
handouts to those who call or visit our church 
office now. 

Most visits and callers are not, in 
fact, residents, but “vagrants” or 
“transients” — those needing gas 
to get home or to an appointment. 
 
Some churches have funds better suited for a 
specific purpose.  For instance, Rapids First 
UMC has a fund that is specifically for 
homelessness.  It may be that LOVE, INC. will 
one day suggest that our Community Hardship 
Fund be used for specific financial request that is 
unmet by the other area churches.

 
. 

Except in the case of real emergencies, anyone who comes to us via 
phone or visits our office (who is not associated with our church) will 
be referred to LOVE, INC. first.  LOVE, INC. will process not just their 
request but their overall needs.  They are equipped to provide long-
term solutions like financial planning and counseling; they can direct 
clients to other source of help as well.  If the request is valid, and it can 
be handled by our Community Hardship Fund, LOVE, INC. may refer 
them back to us. 
 
The follow policy that has been imposed by the pastor on 
our Community Hardship Fund is this: 
 Assistance for transient visitors  
     Fuel ($25), Food ($10 per person), and  
     Hotel Accommodation (Motel 6, 1-night - ~$75) 
 Assistance for local residents  
     Utility/Electric Bills ($100), Fuel Assistance for Medical  
     Appointments or Work ($25) / (no rent assistance) 
 

F 
S 

It is LOVE, INC’s desire to 

become a directory of 

local resources by 

utilizing the various 

benevolent funds of the 

area churches to make 

the most use out of them.  

In this way, they are also 

trying to keep track of any 

scammers or individuals 

who “go from church to 

church,” and thereby, 

eliminating ‘double-

dipping.’   
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What’s Ahead 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer Sermon Series #1 of 3 
 

Our  Distinctive Methodist  Heritage 
 

The energy that flows through our heritage 
stems from emphasizing “practical divinity.”  
We apply genuine Christianity through our 
daily lives.  We are a thinking people.  It’s not 
enough to know about something or believe 
that something is true.  We ask ourselves, “So 
what?” 
 
Our emphasis on the Christian life—faith and 
love put into practice—has been our hallmark.  
Of course, it is also about displaying the 
creating, redeeming, and sustaining works of 
a God of love! 
 

June 26 
 

Prevenient Grace, Justification & Assurance 
 

July 3 
 

Sanctification & Perfection 

 
 

Freedom Sunday /  
Holy Communion 

July 10 
 

Faith and Good Works, 
Mission & Service 

 
 

Celebration of a 
Reappointment 

July 17 
 

Nurture & Mission of the 
Church 

 
 

Christmas in July 

 

Summer Sermon Series #2 of 3 
 

The Violent 
Bible 

What shall we do with all the Old Testament 
violence and bloody warring that is done in 
the name of God?  These parts of the Bible 
are, at a minimum, an embarrassment, but 
also morally repulsive and religiously 
problematic.  These stories aren’t just violent, 
it is violence in the name of God or even by 
the very hand of God.  To gain a better grasp 
on our “Violent Bible” we will be examining 
parts of the deadliest, most violent book of 
the Bible: Joshua. 
 
 

July 24   (Held Outdoors at Alexander Park) 
 

The Violent Bible Part I 
 

July 31 
 

The Violent Bible Part II 

August 7 
 

The Violent Bible Part III 
 

 
 

Holy Communion 

 
 

 
  



If any information listed is inaccurate, please contact the church office to have it corrected.  
peumc.office@gmail.com   or 715-887-3011 

Page 10 
 
 

Summer Sermon Series #3 of 3 

The People Have Spoken! 
 
    One day, at the Eastern Illinois University 
Wesley Foundation, our campus minister 
decided to put together a sermon series based 
on suggestions from the college students.  Each 
week, she would pick from a hat and read the 
Post-In note at the end of the service: “And next 
week’s sermon will be on . . .” One week, she 
drew a Post-It, sighed, and read it out loud, “ . . . 
‘what does the Bible say about tattoos?’  Ok . . . 
I guess tattoos it is!”   
     Since then, I have provided the occasional 
“People’s Choice” series, too.  I find it an 
incredible way to understand the questions and 
needs of the people in the pews.  Though I will 
not be choosing them via Post-It each week, I will 
be asking for topic suggestions soon, which I will 
compile for the month of August. 
“What does the Bible say about . . . ?”  /   
“What do Christians believe about . . . ?” / 
“What is the United Methodist stance on . . . ?” 
 
 

In the past, people have asked about certain 
books of the Bible or certain biblical characters.  
Some have asked about marriage advice (like 
Paul and Jesus, I am also a “well-qualified” single 
man ready to give marriage advice . . . ;-)  or 
about some current social issue.   
In truth, there are no limitations to the topics.   
Let ’em roll! 
 

So . . . what does the Bible say about tattoos?  
“Double check your spelling— 
you don’t want any ‘regerts’!” 

 
August 14 

 
The People have Spoken Part 1 

 
August 21 

The People have Spoken Part 2 

July 10 
 

Faith and Good Works, 
Mission & Service 

 
 

Celebration of a 
Reappointment 

July 17 
 

Nurture & Mission of the 
Church 

 
 

Christmas in July 

Albright Praise Team to Play Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 19th @ 10:00 AM 

 
 

 
The Albright Praise Team features musicians from around Central Wisconsin.  
They specialize in various musical styles, both secular and religious.  They have 
received a name for their polka style, too.  Leona Sweat plays with them.  The 
band varies in size, depending on availability, but in addition to trumpet, there 
*may* be a saxophone, drums, keyboard, guitar, banjo, trombone—and 
accordion.  They will be leading us in some traditional Methodist hymns.  Hymn 
books will be provided.  They will be leading our regular 10:00 AM worship service. 
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PEUMC is the drop-off location for 2022 In-Gathering Supplies 
(Drop off during office hours or place items in the box near the glass doors.) 

 
Items: Personal Dignity Kit ($15 Value) 
Home Care Kit ($20 value) 
2 Liquid Household Cleaners 16-40 oz./no spray 
1 Scrub brush – with or without handle 
Bottles 
2 dish soaps – 16-34 oz. 
2 Liquid Laundry Detergents – 32-64 oz. 
1 1-5 gal. round bucket with a resealable lid 
 
ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW & PLACED IN THE BUCKET   

1 Bath Hand Towel – no kitchen towels 
1 bath washcloth – no dishcloths 
1 adult toothbrush - no multi-packs 
1 bar soap – 3-4 oz. 
1 shampoo – 15-18 oz. 
1 deodorant – 2-3 oz. – stick, roll on, or pump 
1 1-gal. resealable plastic bag 
 
ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW & PLACED IN THE PLASTIC BAG 

DEADLINE: Thursday, June 9th 

$2.00 donation for razor and toothpaste (do not include in the bag) 
In place of supplies, you can write checks out to Wisconsin Conference NOTE “Ingathering Home Care Kit” on memo line 

 

FINAL RECONCILING EVENT:  
SUNDAY, JUNE 12 @ 10 AM 

Kristopher Gasch to speak 
 

Kristopher Gasch, along with his husband Shane Burkart, are 
residents of Port Edwards.  Kristopher is a graduate of John 
Edwards High School and received his bachelor’s degree from 
Edgewood College in Madison, where he studied business 
administration and music with an emphasis in piano performance 
and choral conducting.  He is Director of Marketing at Fey 
Printing, representing the 3rd generation in his family business, 
and is also currently in his 15th year as Principal Organist and 

Director of Music at the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist in Rapids.  He also 
serves as Board Chair at Incourage Community Foundation since 2015.   
 
Kristopher and Shane are celebrating 15 years together, and 5 years of marriage, this year.  
Kris grew up as a lifelong member of a local Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Church (WELS) but 
was formally excommunicated in April of 2016 after announcing their wedding plans.  What 
pursued was a rough year-long ex-communication process.  While navigating that process 
alongside his weekly presence at the Episcopal Church, informed, for him, a journey of 
rediscovering faith, reframing the vision of what a faith community can (and should) do, and 
what it means to live Christian values.  
 
Kristopher and Shane will be with us on Sunday, June 12th, as they present to our 
congregation during the Sunday morning worship service at 10:00 am.  They will be sharing 
their personal stories about being LGBTQ in both affirming and non-affirming congregations 
and denominations.  Following the worship service, you are invited to come up to the 
Fellowship Hall for Second Sunday refreshments and some social time with Kristopher and 
Shane. 
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 
29 30 31 1 2 3 4 
10:00 am  
Church Service 

   
 
7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed.  

   

5* 6 7 8 9 10 11 
10:00 am  
Day of Pentecost 
Church Service 
 

   
 
 
7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed.  

   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Final 
Reconciling 
Event 

   
 
 
7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed. 

   

19 Father’s Day 20 21 22 23 24 25 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Albright Praise 
Team 

  
‘Match Game’ 
Game Night 

6:00 PM 

 
 
7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed.   

   

26 27 28 29 30 No Church Council in 
June. Next Meeting: 7/17 
 

*Wear Red for Pentecost 
Sunday, June 5th 

 
 

10:00 am  
Church Service 
 

   

 
7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed. 

 

 July 24 and September 4 Services will be held outdoors at Alexander Park 

                       Throughout June, PEUMC’s Witness Team is collecting donations of new items to be used as prizes 
for TWO separate BINGO NIGHTS this summer.  Value of $5 or less.  If books, they can be ‘like new.’   

There will be a box for collections in the church lobby.   We hope to have ~20 rounds of BINGO per event. 
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Noteworthy  
 

 

PEUMC’s New ‘Congregational Care Coordinators’ 
 
Kathy McGrath, Maribeth LaCasse-Salo, and Mary Heuer will be 
collaborating with the pastor as PEUMC’s new “Congregational Care 
Coordinators.”  They will assistant the pastor in discerning ways to 
reach out to members and constituents of our church who are going 
through difficult times: perhaps a life transition, an illness, or a 
hardship.  In addition, we will be examining our inactive members and 
finding ways to reach out to them.  Mary and Maribeth are already 
our Prayer Chain “Captains” and so becoming our new 
Congregational Care Coordinators was an obvious choice.   
 
Between these three ladies, and the pastor, we hope to offer more consistent and coordinated 
congregational efforts to minister to those who need pastoral care.  It may be that, by request or 
through our own discernment, an appeal to the congregation will be made to help provide meals to 
a person in recovery, provide supplies for a care package to someone who recently moved to 
assisted living, or help tie a prayer blanket to someone diagnosed with a terminal illness. 
Calling one of these three ladies will be your best way to ask for that help. 

They are currently trying to create a list of those willing to be on-call (on a rotating list) 
in the case someone in the church who is sick or in recovery requests a meal or two. 

 
 

U.nited M.ethodist W.omen A Change in Name 
 

United Methodist Women (UMW) has changed their name globally to United Women in Faith (UWIF) 
(‘You-whiff’).  The new name better reflects who we are and who we want to be.   
 

What does not change is this: 
 

Our Vision: Turning faith, hope and love into action for women, children, and youth  
around the world. 

Our Core: We believe that love in action can change the world.    
Our Place To build meaningful connections and a place to learn and lead; to grow closer to 

God. 
 

Meetings are still held the first Thursday of the month at 12:15 in Fellowship Hall.  
   **There are two separate circles within UMW: 

• The Circle of Friends (meetings held the second Wednesday of the month at 1:00 PM) 
• The Sunshine Reading Circle (meets when a book is completed) 

* No meetings held in June, July, and August 
           An annual church bazaar is held with proceeds going to several missions.   
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UWIF participates in the Kiva project.  Kiva is an international nonprofit, crowdfunding 
organization, founded in 2005 in San Francisco, with a mission to expand financial 
access to help underserved communities thrive.  We lend $25 to different women 
around the world, along with people from other churches until the requested amount is met.  When 
the person pays back the loan the money is redistributed it to another woman.  Lucy Silvester 
manages this project for our group.  100% of every dollar you lend on Kiva goes to funding loans.  
 
Women and girls wishing to help our missions are invited join the United Women in Faith.  Contact 
Diane Sweat for more details. 
 

Elevator News 
The elevator committee has been viewing several elevator types.  One of 
these is a Limited Use/Limited Application lift.  As the name implies, LULA’s 
are small mechanical lift devices.  The other option is a small traditional 
hydraulic lift elevator.  These are slightly larger than the LULA and can hold 
more weight and have faster speed.  Each of these options meet the 
requirements of the American Disabilities Act. 

In the lower hallway the floor has been taped to illustrate the various sizes.  The three LULA options 
are shown with masking tape.  The two hydraulic options are shown in blue tape.  A wheelchair is 
nearby so you can visualize available space.  The tape represents the free space in the cab.  The 
tape on the floor is not the proposed location.  The tape on the floor is to illustrate and compare 
sizes for your information.  Take a walk and see for yourself. 
 
 
 
 
 

July is a time to celebrate the birth of the 
United States of America and on July 10th  
we want to celebrate YOUR birth.   
Our Second Sunday Fellowship  
will be a 12 month birthday celebration. 
Please sign up on the list in the entry  
under your birth month if you are able to 
attend!  It’s your party! 
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HAPPY 
FATHER’S 

DAY! 
 
Double Mission for June 

 
Thank you to those who participated in our March and April missions.   

 
Ingathering WI Conference   
 

Dollars raised are used to supply health kits, school supplies, and cleaning 
supplies for UMCOR-related ministries.  Many of the donations will go to Midwest 
Missions Distribution Center in Illinois while some will be dispersed to Solomon 
Community Temple in Milwaukee or Harbor House in Superior.  We are once 
again a regional drop-off location for the supplies.  While we will be focusing on 
the monetary collection, if anyone wishes to bring items from the kit list (provided 

on our website, in our lobby, and elsewhere in this newsletter), they may do so.  A box will be made 
ready for collection. 
 
Your mission gifts will be divided between these two very worthy causes.   Thank you in advance! 
 
Towels for Alex C. Dove (“Dove’s Nest”) Respite Retreat Cabin – Lake Camelot 
 
We have been approached to partner with the Sunrise Rotary Club, of which 
Bill Lindroth and Pastor Caleb are members, to provide new bath towels for 
Dove's Nest Cabin.  They are asking for 16 sets of new bath towels, hand 
towels, and washcloths.  This cabin is located on Lake Camelot and is a 
respite retreat cabin for families with members who are experiencing a 
terminal illness.  It is named in memory of Alex C. Dove who enjoyed 
vacationing in the area but died of brain cancer at the age of 24.  His legacy lives through the Alex 
C. Dove Foundation (“Dove’s Nest”) and this lakeside cabin, providing a week of free relaxation for 
families and caregivers of terminally ill individuals.  However, they are still using the original towels 
from the previous owners and would like new towels for their occupants.  We are not purchasing 
any towels, just the money for them, as they want the towel sets to be all the same.  
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Our Community 
 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS 
MAY VOLUNTEERS 

 
Home Delivered Meals Drivers  
Pat & Kathy McGrath  
Becky Taylor 
Leo & Sue Thomasgard 

 

Every four weeks, PEUMC volunteers deliver a hot and nutritious noon meal to homes of 
Wisconsin Rapids area residents who are unable to prepare their own meals.  Anyone interested 
in helping with this program may contact Becky Taylor (715-887-2163) for more information.  
THANK YOU! 
 
 
 

            June Birthdays                 June Anniversaries      
 
 

June 1 
Julie Berg 
 
June 3 
Leslie Arndt 
Maribeth Lacasse-
Salo 
 
June 4 
JoAnn Detlefsen 
 
June 9 
Randy Bauer 
 
June 13 
Nina Pelo 

June 15 
Judy Miller 
 
June 16 
Ellen Mazurek 
 
June 18 
JoAnn Kurth 
 
June 19 
Jenna Boerner 
Bill Parks 
 
June 25 
Marie Hernesman 

June 1 
Bill & Marna Lindroth 
 
June 13 
Norm & Lucy Silvester 
 
June 15 
Don & Joan Harnisch 
Larry & Judy Miller 
 
June 16 
Pat & Leslie Arendt 

June 18 
Ed & Mary Heuer 
 
June 19 
Chris & Heidi Kawleski 
 
June 24 
Mark & Jerene Sillars 
 
June 30 
Hans & Nancy 
Hansen 

 

 

A program of Aspirus Riverview 
Hospital made possible by United Way 

of South Wood & Adams Counties 


