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On Transfiguration Sunday (2.27), the People of PEUMC filled 
out their ‘Alleluia!’ sheets and brought them forward.  They 
were placed inside our baptismal font and the lid was closed.  
They were ‘buried’ in the font throughout Lent until Easter 
morning when they were triumphantly released. 

 
 

Below are just *some* of the words of praise and thanksgiving the People of PEUMC have offered: 
 
 

Father, adore important A blessing 
God, love important The same 
Spirit, am Spirit Spirit 
The Christ, admire an inspiration Challenging 
Dear Lord, praise everything special Loving and giving 
God, adore a Savior Friend 
God, have faith in my Light A light 
Father love everything Everything & hope 
Heavenly Father, worship & adore center of my heart Everything 
God, worship a Savior A savior 
God,                     I love                    You! You are Father    to me!              You are Father                    to everybody! 

love compassion. Offered salvation, hope, and promise 
to everyone. 

love forgiveness. been close and real to me. 
hope love. loved us. 
love peace. been my Lord and Savior 
love wisdom. patience with me. 
grace & love forgiveness. given life to me. 
blessings forgiveness. helped me to have a wonderful life. 
love passion. blessed me. 
love grace. guided me through my 88+ years. 
humility love. Always been in my life even when I 

didn’t know it. 
love wisdom. made Your presence known. 
Love Compassion. sent your Son to die for my sins. 

 

The Message 
May, 2022 

Port Edwards United Methodist Church Newsletter 

You are so full of 
  

and  I am so blessed because You have 
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Also, I want to show my love and gratitude to You, God, with the following message: 
 

You have made our world a better place filled with hope, even in times of trouble 
and pain. 
 

Help me to extend the love I feel to all those around me. 
 

Thank You for this life in the USA.  Thank You for families and friends.  Thank You 
for this church and the pastors we’ve had and still have. 
 

I try to be a good person and help when and where I can.  I try to help others. 
 

Thanks for my blessings, more than I deserve. 
 

Thank You for a good life and for blessing me and my family so abundantly. 
 

I know that You have watched over me during good times and bad times.  You are 
present in my life always.  My love and thanks. 
 

Thank You for sending Your son, for always being there for me,  
for creating such a beautiful world for us and for promising me life forever,  
if I believe and confess my sins.   

    Savior, Friend & Strength. 
    Friend, Savior & Spirit. 
    Savior & God. 
    Loving Savior & God. 
    & Guiding Light. 
    Teacher, Shepherd & Guide. 
    Savior, Constant Companion. 
    Lord, God, and Savior. 
 

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who is my    Savior, Father & Protector.   AMEN! 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
A review of the Lenten Bible Study 
Throughout Lent, we enjoyed a Bible Study called  
The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning & Power of The Prayer Jesus  
Taught by Rev. Adam Hamilton. 
 
 
Some quick facts we learned about the Lord’s Prayer: 
 

1. Even though we regularly read updated translations of the Bible (CEB, NRSV, The Message), 
the version of the Lord’s Prayer we have memorized is in King James.  Because these words 
are so beloved by so many, while we tolerate modern English translations of the Bible, we usually 
resist any suggestion of clarifying and updating the words of the Lord’s Prayer.  The question 
remains: do we teach so that we understand these archaic words OR update the words into 
common east-to-understand vernacular?  Both have their merits. 

2. Many ancient words and phrases are notoriously hard to translate.  This is why we have more 
than one modern English version.  For instance: “forgive us our sins” / “forgive us our debts” 
/ “forgive us our trespasses.” 

3. Many of the ancient copies of the New Testament did not include: “For thine is the Kingdom, 
the power, and the glory forever.”  It was added a century or so later.  Upon realizing this, the 
Roman Catholic Church stopped reciting this concluding ‘doxology’ during their Masses.  
Protestants, meanwhile, continue using it, even though it may not be original to the Bible. 

4. “Lead us not into temptation” has caused the most confusion: Why would God even consider 
leading us into temptation?  That’s not very nice at all!  Adam Hamilton suggests it was meant 
to be read: “Lead us,  not into temptation.”  Pope Francis officially changed this line for Roman 
Catholics to: “Let us not fall into temptation.” 

5. To introduce this prayer, Jesus said, “Pray like this . . .”  We discussed if Jesus meant “always 
use these words exactly” or “Pray something similar, using this a model.”  We concluded that 
the prayer is more like a model. 

6. It is important to recognize that we never say: “My Father,” but “Our Father,” even when we are 
praying alone.  This is because, even alone, we are still praying alongside the rest of the Church 
on earth and in heaven.  “Our” language continues throughout the prayer.  This keeps us from 
thinking to individualistically. 

7. This prayer, like all prayers, is less about informing God of things we want or need, and more 
about shaping our own heart and life.  The words are forming us, not informing God.  We do not 
pray in order to inform God of anything.  Nor do we pray to convince God to do something God 
does not want to do.  We don’t really ask God to do anything.  Prayer is about expressing our 
heart to God and opening ourselves to God’s will. 

8. Boil down the whole Lord’s Prayer (and all good prayers), you get this: “Thank You!  Forgive 
me!  Help me!  Use me!” 

9. Miracles, by definition, are not God’s ordinary way of working.  God’s primary way of answering 
prayer is working in and through us and others, empowering us and leading us to action, so that 
we might be our own answers to our own prayers. 

10. The word Jesus used for “Father” is “Abba.”  But Father is too formal for this word today.  A 
better word would be ‘Dad’ or ‘Daddy’ or ‘Papa.’  The purpose of ‘Abba’ is that the word is intimate 
and personal. 
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11. “art in heaven” . . . “as it is in heaven.”  The word Ouranos—heaven—was used to describe 
everything between the ground and the dome above; the unseen atmosphere, the air we 
breathe, the place where the birds of the air take flight—distinct from the earth.  Heaven isn’t 
always “up there” or “out there” but all around us even though we can’t see it.  So God is as near 
as the air we breathe.  God’s glory permeates all that exists beyond the earth’s atmosphere.  For 
Jesus, “heaven” most often represents God’s reign, the world as it is meant to be, where (and 
when) God’s will is done. 

12. “hallowed be thy name.”  Hallow means ‘to sanctify’, ‘to make holy.’  This means: ‘May Your 
name be kept holy.’  Even more, we are praying: “Father, use me to make holy your name.  Help 
me to show others who you are.” 

13. Why do we have to pray for God’s kingdom to come and God’s will to be done?  
Even though God is the ‘King of the Universe,’ humans continue to act in ways 
that are not in keeping with God’s will.  So we are not really making a request 
to God as much as we are training our hearts and minds to focus on Kingdom 
work and Kingdom living for ourselves.  We are not to be fixated on getting into 
heaven, but about unleashing heaven here on earth. 

14. Karl Barth once said, “To clasp our hands in prayer is the beginning of an 
uprising against the disorder of the world.”  Our prayer is meant to impact our 
politics and policies, resolve the conflicts of our allegiances. 

15. “Amen.” Meaning: ‘So be it!  May it be so!’ 
 
 
 
 

It’s taken some time, but we have 
officially shown 
our declaration as 
an inclusive 
congregation to 
EVERYONE in our 
community. 
 
 
 
 
  

New Sign! 
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What’s Ahead 
 
 

 
 

 
PEUMC is the drop-off location for 
2022 In-Gathering Supplies 

(Drop off during office hours or place items in the 
box near the glass doors.) 

 
Items: 
Home Care Kit ($20 value) 
2 Liquid Household Cleaners 16-40 oz./no spray 
1 Scrub brush – with or without handle 
Bottles 
2 dish soaps – 16-34 oz. 
2 Liquid Laundry Detergents – 32-64 oz. 
1 1-5 gal. round bucket with a resealable lid 
ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW AND PLACED IN 
THE BUCKET 
 

Personal Dignity Kit ($15 Value) 
1 Bath Hand Towel – no kitchen towels 
1 bath washcloth – no dishcloths 
1 adult toothbrush - no multi-packs 
1 bar soap – 3-4 oz. 
1 shampoo – 15-18 oz. 
1 deodorant – 2-3 oz. – stick, roll on, or pump 
1 1-gal. resealable plastic bag 

ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW AND PLACED IN 
THE PLASTIC BAG 

$2.00 donation for razor and toothpaste (do 
not include in the bag) 
 

In place of supplies, you can write checks out to Wisconsin Conference with  
“Ingathering Home Care Kit” noted on the memo line. 

DEADLINE: Thursday, June 9th 

 

 

RECONCILING EVENTS:  
Date To Be Determined 

Dr. Jacob William Diestelmann to  
Present at Next Reconciling Event 
 

Dr. Diestelmann, Ph.D., is a Psychologist and Clinical Specialist in the 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health at the Marshfield Medical 
Center.  He graduated UW Madison with honors in 2017.  Dr. Diestelmann 
affiliates with Ministry Saint Joseph’s Hospital. 
 
He is mentioned in a Marshfield Clinic article titled: The LGBTQIA Community 
and mental health: What you should know.  The article reads: “The LGBTQIA+ 
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(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, intersex, asexual/agender) 
community, as a whole, has increased mental health concerns.  ‘The research that we have 
has shown that people who identify as lesbian, gay, and bisexual are twice as likely as their 
heterosexual counterparts to experience a mental health condition.  People who identify as 
transgender are four times as likely to experience mental health conditions, compared to 
their cisgender counterparts,’ said Dr. Jacob Diestelmann.  Diestelmann said there is much 
those that do not identify as LGBTQIA can do to support this community.  Being self-aware 
and willing to examine your thoughts, behavior, and prejudices is important to become an 
ally for this community. ‘You don’t need to feel guilty that you have the privilege and have 
benefitted from it.  You need to recognize it and be motivated to change it,’ Diestelmann 
said. ‘And having privilege doesn’t mean you didn’t have to work hard or face challenges in 
your life.  It just means there were certain things you did not have to overcome, like being a 
minority race, or being gay, for instance.”  
 

LAST RECONCILING EVENT  
SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

Kristopher Gasch to speak at our Last Reconciling Event  
 

Kristopher Gasch, along with his husband Shane Burkart, are 
residents of Port Edwards.  Kristopher is a graduate of John 
Edwards High School and received his bachelor’s degree from 
Edgewood College in Madison, where he studied business 
administration and music with an emphasis in piano performance 
and choral conducting.  He is Director of Marketing at Fey 
Printing, representing the 3rd generation in his family business, 
and is also currently in his 15th year as Principal Organist and 

Director of Music at the Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist in Rapids.  He also 
serves as Board Chair at Incourage Community Foundation since 2015.   
 
Kristopher and Shane are celebrating 15 years together, and 5 years of marriage, this year.  
Kris grew up as a lifelong member of a local Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Church (WELS) but 
was formally excommunicated in April of 2016 after announcing their wedding plans.  What 
pursued was a rough year-long ex-communication process.  While navigating that process 
alongside his weekly presence at the Episcopal Church, informed, for him, a journey of 
rediscovering faith, reframing the vision of what a faith community can (and should) do, and 
what it means to live Christian values.  
 
Kristopher and Shane will be with us on Sunday, June 12th, as they present to our 
congregation during the Sunday morning worship service at 10:00 am.  They will be sharing 
their personal stories about being LGBTQ in both affirming and non-affirming congregations 
and denominations.  Following the worship service, you are invited to come up to the 
Fellowship Hall for Second Sunday refreshments and some social time with Kristopher and 
Shane. 
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Double Mission for May and June 
 
 
Thank you to those who participated in our March and April missions.   

 
Ingathering WI Conference   
 
Dollars raised are used to supply health kits, school supplies, and cleaning 
supplies for UMCOR-related ministries.  Many of the donations will go to 
Midwest Missions Distribution Center in Illinois while some will be dispersed 
to Solomon Community Temple in Milwaukee or Harbor House in 
Superior.  We are once again a regional drop-off location for the 
supplies.  While we will be focusing on the monetary collection, if anyone 
wishes to bring items from the kit list (provided on our website, in our lobby, 
and elsewhere in this newsletter), they may do so.  A box will be made ready 
for collection. 
 
 
Towels for Dove's Nest Cabin 
 

We have been approached to partner with the Sunrise Rotary Club, of 
which Bill Lindroth and Pastor Caleb are members, to provide new bath 
towels for Dove's Nest Cabin.  They are asking for 16 sets of new bath 
towels, hand towels, and washcloths.  This cabin is located on Lake 
Camelot and is a vacation home for families who are experiencing a 
terminal illness for one of their members.  It is named in memory of Alex 
C. Dove who enjoyed vacationing in the area but died of brain cancer at 
the age of 24.  His legacy lives through the Alex C. Dove Foundation and 
this lakeside cabin, providing a week of free relaxation for families and 
caregivers of terminally ill individuals.  However, they are still using the 
original towels from the previous owners and would like new towels for 
their occupants.  We are not purchasing any towels, just the money for 
them, as they want the towel sets to be all the same. 

 
Your mission gifts will be divided between these two very worthy 
causes.   Thank you in advance! 

 
 
New PEUMC Love, INC., Ambassador  
 
Sandy Robinson, will be our Love, INC., Ambassador moving forward.  
Congratulations to you Sandy.  We are sure you will do a wonderful job 
as our ambassador!  
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
11:30 am 
Reconciling Event 
 

11 am 
Bible Study 
Begins 

 7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed. 
Begins 

12:15 pm 
UMW Meeting 
Salad Potluck 

  

8   Mother’s Day 9 10 11 12 13 14 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
11:15 pm 
 

11 am 
Bible Study 

 1:00 pm  
Circle of Friends 
7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed.  

10:30 am 
Nurture Mtg 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Graduation 
Sunday 
     (cake reception) 

11 am 
Bible Study 

 7:00 pm 
Worship on Wed.  

 4:00 PM 
Witness Mtg 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
11:15 pm 
Church Council 
Last Sunday before 
Summer Break 
Musician’s Sunday 

11 am 
Bible Study  7:00 pm 

Worship on Wed.  
   

29 30 
Memorial Day 

31 Wishing You a Happy and Blessed Mother’s Day 

10:00 am  
Church Service 

OFFICE  
CLOSED 
No Bible study 
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Noteworthy  
 

 

Elevator News 
 
 
The Elevator Committee met with the Architect in April.  The first step is to choose 
an elevator type.  The architect will present the committee with some options and 
costs.   
 
A timetable has not yet been established, but we intend to move ahead as fast as 
supply and labor constraints allow. 
 

EASTER LILY DONATIONS 
 

In Memory of ........................................ Donated by 
Ralph, Dorothy & David Boger ..............................  Lisa Miller 
Rev. Lloyd & Myrtle Foster ..............  Jim & Midge Herschleb 
Dorothy Fuller ...........................................  The Fuller Family 
John Hallas .................................................. Mike & Lori Hintz 
Kim Hansen & Ronald Stapleman .......  Nancy & Hans Hansen 
Linda Hansen ......................................  Nancy & Hans Hansen 
Morrie & Shirley Hennessy ......................  Ellis & Kathy Mills 
Edwin & Marie Heuer ...........................  Edwin & Mary Heuer 
Don & Carol Hintz ......................................  Mike & Lori Hintz 
Lloyd & Suzanne Lacasse ..................  Maribeth Lacasse-Salo 
Joe & Alice McGrath .............................  Pat & Kathy McGrath 
Bob & Mae Monty.............................  Leo & Sue Thomasgard 
Helen Reihmer ...................................  Maribeth Lacasse-Salo 
Helen C. Smith ......................................  Edwin & Mary Heuer 
Michael Sweet ......................................  Roger & Kathy Sweet 
Paul & Jane Thomasgard ......... From Leo & Sue Thomasgard 
Don & Lucile White ...............................  Pat & Kathy McGrath 
Our Parents & Loved Ones ................ Jim & Midge Herschleb 
Our Parents .................................................. From Rose Writz 
 

Lilies Lovingly Given by 
Kenneth & Susanne Brzezinski 

Skip & Ellen Mazurek 
Jody Parks 
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Witness Team Begins Meeting 
 

Our newly formed PEUMC Witness Team met for the first time in March.  The 
committee consists of Lindsey Hintz, Jennifer, Brandon, Nathan Swensen, 
and Pastor Caleb.  The purpose of the Witness Team is to help the church 
“tell its story.”  In laymen’s terms, this is the “advertising and marketing” 
team for the church. 

 
The Team is looking for creative ways to expand our social media presence (Facebook, YouTube, 
Instagram, Twitter, etc.) as well as other community-oriented opportunities to get “our name out 
there.”  We hope to host some events for the community, too.   
 
A focus of the first meeting was logo wear and other merchandising.  The Witness Team is working 
on ways we can promote our church name and ministry beyond the walls of the church.  Orders for 
t-shirts and polos with the church’s new logo will begin to be made available soon. 
 
Well done, Nathan & Brandon Swenson 
 
Congratulations on your High School graduation! 
 
A cake reception for the graduates will be held in conjunction with our Fellowship Hour  
After church service on Sunday, May 15 
 

Wednesday, April 27, was Administrative Professional’s Day 
 
PEUMC would like to thank Amy Palik for all of her work in keeping our 
church functioning.  She puts together our weekly bulletins and our monthly 
newsletters.  She prepares our clipboards and posters.  She processes and 
documents our mail and many of our bills and payrolls.  She is our primary 
resources provider and communication hub.  She keeps up our website and 
keeps the membership at large aware of our events via her weekly emails.  

She provides the pastor with daily coffee, while still putting up with his shenanigans.  She has agreed 
to 30 extra “mental health” days in compensation.   
 

The danger in listing out her duties is that we will miss a huge portion of her “other duties assigned.”  
She also doubles as our Membership Secretary and Financial Secretary’s assistant   
 
 

From Pastor Caleb 
 

I would like to offer my deepest thanks for all 
the signs of appreciation and recognition on 
my birthday from the church family.  From 
cards to gifts, to well-wishers and a cake – I 
felt very blessed and happy to celebrate my 
birthday with you on April 10th.  It is believed 
that Jesus was 33 when he was crucified.  I’m 
now 33 too.  I ask your help so I can see 34! 

Pastor Caleb 

Imagine my surprise when I came into 
work Wednesday and found 
this beautiful floral 
arrangement, cards, and your 
thoughtful words on my desk.  
Thank you for being my work 
family and making 
Administrative Professionals 
Day a great one!               
Amy  
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Our Community 
 

 
 
 

 
THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS, FOR HELPING OUR 
NEIGHBORS IN APRIL 
 
 

 
 
 

Every four weeks, PEUMC volunteers 
deliver a hot and nutritious noon meal to 
the homes of Wisconsin Rapids-area 
residents who are unable to prepare their 
meals.   

 
 

Home Delivered Meals Drivers  
Pat & Kathy McGrath  
Sue Mitchell 
Nina Pelo 
Becky Taylor 
Leo & Sue Thomasgard 

 
UPDATE FROM SWEPS 
 

Feeding Our Communities with United Services (FOCUS) was formed in February 2020 
when the South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf (SWEPS), The Neighborhood Table, and the 
Rapids Family Backpacks program merged to coordinate their efforts to address food 
insecurity from a single location.  SWEPS Food Pantry has moved to this new location at 2321 
W. Grand Avenue and will begin serving clients on May 2nd.  PEUMC members will have the 
opportunity to volunteer at the new location the week of August 8, 2022 

 

Lily Thank Yous! 

 
  

A program of Aspirus Riverview Hospital made possible by 
United Way of South Wood & Adams Counties 



If any information listed is inaccurate, please contact the church office to have it corrected.  
peumc.office@gmail.com   or 715-887-3011 

Page 12 
 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
May 2 
Michaela Warpinski 
 

May 4 
Jerry Friday 
 

May 7 
Corey Parks 
 

May 8 
Adam Hintz 
 

May 10 
Jody Parks 
 

May 12 
Brandon Swensen 
 

May 18 
Lynn Robinson

May 24 
Addisyn Mayek 
 
May 25 
Korbin Boerner 
Lindsey Hintz 
 

May 26 
Ashley Miller 
 

May 28 
Carson Parks 
Tom Wirtz 
 

May 31 
Maisie Cumberland 
Carol Ann Harvestine 

 
 
 
 
 

May Wedding Anniversaries 
 
 
 

May 5 
Ray & Gloria Wunrow 
 
May 27 
Skip & Ellen Mazurek 
 

May 28 
Ken & Maribeth Lacasse-Salo 
 
May 30 
Jeff & Becky Taylor 

Dear friends -  
 
On behalf of my Mom and Dad, 
Gaylord and Mable Johnson, we 
would like to thank you for the 
many thoughtful gifts and 
wishes sent to us through these 
last few years.  Between the loss 
of our son/brother just as the 
pandemic was taking over in 
October of 2020, Dad's eye 
surgery, Mom's foot surgery 
and continuing rehabilitation, 
plus the loss of Mom's sister Elva 
Bennett in 2021 -  holidays and 
regular days - you have been 
steadfast in your continued 
support in cards, letters, gifts, 
visits, phone calls and 
prayers.  All of your 
thoughtfulness has been 
appreciated more than we can 
express.   
 
God bless you all,  
Gaylord and Mable Johnson 
(Bonnie Wheeler) 

Better Your Balance: Reduce Fall Risk Class being Offered 
 
The Aging, Disability & Resource Center (ADRC) will be offering a Stepping On: Fall Prevention 
Program   Held Tuesdays beginning May 10 through June 21 from 10:00 AM -12:00 PM  
Location is the Aging and Disability Resource Center in Marshfield.  
 
Hear from a variety of guest experts on topics such as: Strength and balance, vision and falls, 
medication and falls, home safety, community safety and footwear.  
Pre-registration is required: 888-486-9545. Cost: FREE. Space is limited.  
 
Questions?  Call Jennifer Clark, Community Health Educator, Aging & Disability Resource Center of 
Central Wisconsin 

Call – (715) 261-6064   Email – Jennifer.Clark@adrc-cw.org 


