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Why I Felt Called to be a United Methodist Pastor 
by Pastor Caleb 
 

Why?  Because . . . God said so.  I had little say in the matter.  Though I did 
say, “Yes!”  But you’re expecting a real article, so I should say a little bit more 
now.  
 
Centuries upon centuries after Jesus’ earthly life, it appears that Jesus’ Church 
hasn’t made much of a dent in the betterment of the world.  That, at least, is 
what it seems like on the surface.  Ironically, it feels like the Church is often 
a breeding ground for power-hungry people looking out for #1—totally un-
Christ-like people just wanting to flaunt their power and privilege. 

 

It’s helpful to understand the difference between 
our two main uses of the word “Church.”  The 
visible brick-and-mortar Church is what we might 
call the Institutional Church.  We know where 
that Church is—it’s defined by membership rolls, 
ordination, and signs outside of beautiful 
buildings.   But there’s another Church—the 
Universal Church—or the “Mystical Body of 
Christ.”  It includes great portions of the 
Institutional Church but transcends it all at the 
same time.  This Church is not entirely defined by 
membership or hierarchy.  It’s wherever two or 
three are gathered in Jesus’ name.  These two 
Churches are linked, but not the same entirely. 
 
I believe the Institutional Church is a necessary 
“evil.”  While many people quickly condemn 
“organized religion,” I don’t think it deserves 
condemnation.  I do believe it requires our 
critique.  So I ask, “What would you prefer—

disorganized religion?”  Organized religion is what 
brought not just religion itself to us in the 21st 
century but the necessary spirituality with it.  And 
while it comes to us with antiquated baggage, it 
also carries with it the same power to overcome it.  
How typical of us to benefit from our upbringing 
within organized religion, and then denounce it 
later as being a hindrance.  (There’s truth in 
there—churches, even entire denominations, can 
seriously harm people.  That’s the ‘evil’ side of 
religion.)  On the good side, organized religion 
bridges generations, so that each new generation 
need not start from scratch.  Each new generation 
certainly must bring something fresh to it, but we 
don’t—nor shouldn’t—redo the whole thing from 
the bottom up.  Religion is imperfect, but the solid 
result of centuries of God’s faithful trying to “figure 
God out.”  It’s not the result of just one person, or 
just one council of old white men (this is, 
undeniably, the main voice in our 2,000+ year 
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history); it’s the witness of the “Great Cloud of 
Witnesses” that spans time and locale.   
 
I do believe the visible Institutional Church is a 
means to point to the invisible, mystical Church—
the Body of Christ.  Therefore, every pastor 
develops a love-hate relationship with the 
Institutional Church.  As folks in the pews, you 
probably share similar feelings:  You can’t live with 
it, and you can’t live without it.  So we make best 
with what we’ve been given. 
 
I didn’t feel called to be a pastor of any old 
tradition, though.  I felt called to be a Methodist 
pastor.  Specifically, a United Methodist one.  But, 

boy, we’re not a 
perfect people, are we?  
But—that’s exactly 
what I love about the 
People Called United 
Methodists.  We 

recognize that, and we’re okay with it.  We’re 
imperfect . . . but God uses us anyway!  Better than 
to think we’ve “arrived” as some self-proclaimed 
state of imaginary perfection, or to think, “We’ve 
earned it” or “It’s us and only us!”  The Church is 
imperfect because its temporal affairs are carried 
out by humans.  There’s no way around it.  And the 
Institutional Church is not exempt from the same 
manipulations we see in the political or social 
realms.  When the Church gathers for “business,” 
the same hidden agendas and passions find their 
way in there, too.  But we don’t have to conclude 
(unless we’ve been seriously burned by the 
Church) to give up on the whole thing.  Our Book 
of Discipline states that our structure and polity 
are not sacrosanct things that cannot be 
questioned.  We still must remember, though, that 
we are also called to reveal the Body of Christ—
which is perfect—for that is where Jesus Christ is 
the Head.  Imperfect people called forth by our 
Perfect Leader.  In the meantime, we are a work in 
progress. 

Having said that, I believe that the United 
Methodist Church, most of the time, establishes its 
beliefs and stances based on solid biblical and 
traditional standards, and at the same time, utilizes 
reason (scholarly insight) and real-life experiences.   
Thereby, we can be quite a prophetic people, too.  
Our Book of Resolutions, which contains all our 
stances on current world issues, is a beautiful 
masterpiece of how biblical and traditional values, 
mixed with God-given reasoning and real-life 
experiences, can be lived out in tangible ways in 
the modern world.  That’s our witness.  And yet—
even as the denomination makes its own 
statement, it still recognizes the dignity of each 
one of us by reiterating that we, along with our 
forefather, Rev. John Wesley, still “think, and let 
think.”  We ask for unity in just the essentials of 
Christianity—what Jesus said was “to love God” 
and “love our fellow people [neighbors].”  In all the 
inessentials of our faith, we ask for unconditional 
love and to grant people their dignity and sacred 
worth as self-determining individuals. 
Why am I a United Methodist pastor?  Because we 
are a thinking people, rooted in centuries of 
tradition and, no less, the Bible.  But we do believe 
in scholarly insight, especially as it offers 
enlightenment to our interpretation of Scripture.   
 
We are also a people of the heart, too.  We believe 
the journey of salvation is a lifelong journey—a 
journey toward 
Perfection of Love.  A 
journey of humbleness 
and modesty.  We do 
not evangelize our 
neighbors as if the 
whole future of the faith 
and the world is on our 
shoulders alone.  We 
know our lives are a louder sermon than any 
proselytizing tactic.  We are not out just for our 
own souls; our ultimate goal is not just to get 
ourselves into heaven.  We are a lively and positive 
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people with a heart for our neighbors and for the 
world.  We have hope, deeper than many other 
Christians because we live with the conviction that 
God is doing good things in the world even if it 
doesn’t involve us directly.  We are blessed to be 
able to join in whenever and wherever we are 
called forth.  We have faith that God is making the 
world better, even if the present is tricking us to 
think the contrary. 
 
I’m a United Methodist pastor because I love the 
balance inherent in our faith.  Those outside our 
tradition would say, “Those Methodists are as 
bland as lettuce.” “Them Methodists don’t want to  
offend anyone.”  “Methodists!? They’re just 
middle-of-the-way, wishy-washy folks who can’t 
make a solid stance on anything.”  That’s us at our 
worst.  But it’s not easy trying to pull opposite 
ends together.  It’s not easy fighting for Christian 
unity.  It’s much easier to live in our own little silos, 
convincing ourselves that we have it all and know 
it all.  Seen from a positive angle, we are the best 
at avoiding extremes.  We balance the “head” and 
the “heart.”  “Spirituality” with “discipleship.”  
“Mercy” with “piety.”  We are dreamers who are 
still practical; pioneers who are still down to earth.  
Rev. John Wesley believed that a balanced faith 
was a lively and sensible faith.  It keeps us open to 
the movement of the Holy Spirit.  It keeps us from 
being locked down in our own little corners.  It is 
essential if we are to have “open hearts, open 
minds, and open doors.”  And not because “that’s 
what society wants from us” (“it’s the ‘in’ thing 
today”) but stems from our heritage—one that 
values the overarching Story of the Bible which 
speaks of acceptance, affirmation, and inclusion, 
one that values a tradition that says “Do all the 
good you can, by all the means you can, to all the 
people you can,” mixed with the best scholarly and 
academic work in the field of theology and in the 
sciences, and still giving value to our own personal 
life experiences of God.  Tie all of these together

(Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience—
the Wesleyan Quadrilateral) and you may begin 

to understand why I 
was called—and 
willingly said “yes!”—
to being a United 
Methodist pastor.  
I have not regretted it 
since! 
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What’s Ahead 
 
 
 

 
February Sermon Series 
Drawing the Circle Wide 

 

A Jesus-driven series on breaking down barriers 
The entire ministry of Jesus destroyed walls of hostility, bringing near those who were once estranged.  
This same ministry of reconciliation is one that must continue through the work of the church—if we 
are to speak on behalf of Jesus.  When a parishioner at PEUMC asked me about ‘teaching how to 
accept people as they are—this is the result: 5 weeks of examining how Jesus did it, and how we are 
to do so in His name today. 
 

Sunday, January 30th   Breaking Down Barriers of Age 
Sunday, February 6th Breaking Down Barriers of Ability and Disability 
Sunday, February 13th Breaking Down Barriers of Lifestyle (Family, Marriage, Financial, etc.) 
Sunday, February 20th Breaking Down Barriers of Race and Ethnicity 
Sunday, February 27th Breaking Down Barriers of Gender and Sexuality 

  Service lead by Rev. Ted Hartley from Eureka Illinois.  
 

Souper Bowl Sunday – February 13th 
Bring cans of soup to church by this Sunday.  After they are blessed in the 
service, they will be sent to a food pantry in Adams County.  One 

member has observed that their shelves have been particularly bare 
lately.   

 
Wear your Packers gear to church this Sunday! 

 
Valentine Day Marriage Vow Service – February 14 
6:00-6:40 pm 

 
Couples of the community are invited to this special reaffirmation of the 
marriage covenant or “renewing your wedding vows.”  Using the 
traditional vows, we have come to memorize and love, there will be time 
for all the couples present to stand and renew their vows to one another.  
Unless they opt to do so separately, each couple will reaffirm their vows 
as a group and not individually.  However, after the service, couples are 
invited forward to have their photos taken at the front of the sanctuary, 
which will be decorated for the occasion.  Our friends at the Nekoosa UCC 
have been invited, too.   
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This is a PUBLIC event, so it is highly appropriate that you invite other couples to join us.  However, to 
get our certificates organized, we request that all couples preregister either by (1) signing up on the 
clipboard in the sanctuary, (2) emailing the church office (peumc.office@gmail.com), or (3) contacting 
Pastor Caleb. 
 
Black History Sunday – February 20th 
 
February is Black History Month.  In observance of this, we have 
designated the third Sunday to celebrate the contribution of our siblings 
of African descent.  This service will feature famous prayers from black 
Christians and music that ranges from traditional African-American 
spirituals to civil rights songs.  “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” is a typical hymn 
sung for this observance.  It is a rousing hymn for justice.  Often called 
“The Black National Anthem,” it was written in 1900 by then-leader of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) James Weldon Johnson.  His brother, John Rosamond 
Johnson wrote the music.  It was written to celebrate President Abraham Lincoln’s birthday and first 
performed in the segregated Stanton School in Jacksonville, FL.  Johnson’s lyrics eloquently captured 
the solemn yet hopeful appeal for the liberty of Black Americans.  Set against the religious invocation 
of God and the promise of freedom, this song was later adopted by the NAACP and prominently used 
as a rallying cry during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.  We don’t sing this hymn as 
if we are ourselves people of color.  But we will sing it in solidarity with them, knowing that these 
words are not our own.  We sing this for them. 
 
Elevator Committee Membership 
February 20th  
 

Going UP!  On Sunday, February 20th, the Church Council will 
finalize the membership on our Elevator Committee.   
 
If you would like to be a part of this team, please notify Leo 
Thomasgard.  We would like about 6 or 7 dedicated people on it.   
 

 
Looking Ahead to March 
Our Lenten Season conveniently begins on the opening days of March. 

Ash Wednesday – Wednesday, March 2nd 
Facebook 
 
In place of an in-person, live service, the Ash Wednesday service will be prerecorded and 
uploaded to Facebook and imposition of ashes will take place on the first Sunday of Lent.  
 

mailto:peumc.office@gmail.com
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Monday Evening Bible Study (6:00 pm) 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer” by Rev. Adam Hamilton 
(6 weeks) 
Link to purchase the book on 
Cokesbury.com: 
Lent, Holy Week, & Easter 2022 / Lenten Studies / The 
Lord's Prayer | Cokesbury 

Worship on Wednesday Topic: 
 
“Revolutionary Kin-dom” a study by  
Rev. Mike Slaughter (6 weeks) 
Link to purchase the book on 
Cokesbury.com:  Studies / Spiritual Growth / 
Revolutionary Kingdom | Cokesbury 
 

 
Looking Ahead to April 

 
 
 
Maundy Thursday  
Thursday, April 14th 

6:00 pm  
Service in Memorial 
Lounge(?) 

Good Friday   
Friday, April 15th  
6:00 pm 
Service in Memorial 
Lounge(?) 

Easter Sunday   
Sunday, April 17th  
6:15 am (approximately) 
Early SonRise Service 
option(?) 
 

 
 

 

Noteworthy  
 
 

 
 
ZOOM Link on Website 
 
The same ZOOM link can be found in multiple places on our website: 
 

1. Under the ‘About Us’ category at the top of the home page—choose ‘Committees and 
Leadership’ from the drop-down menu.  Link at top of the page. 

2. Click the ‘Worship’ tab at the top of the home page.  Link at the bottom of the page (look 
for ZOOM logo). 

3. Under the ‘Ministries’ category at the top of the home page—choose ‘Bible Studies and 
Small Groups’ from the down-down menu.  Link at the bottom of the page. 

4. Click the ‘Calendar’ tab at the top of the home page.  The link is below the calendar. 
 
Anywhere you see a red “camera”—this is the link—click on the image.* 

 

https://www.cokesbury.com/the-lords-prayer-5?pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/the-lords-prayer-5?pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/revolutionary-kingdom?pagenumber=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/revolutionary-kingdom?pagenumber=1
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*This same link is used for UMW meetings, Bible Studies, and Committee/Team meetings.  It is our 
ongoing, primary form of virtual communication.   Do not expect to always find it on Facebook for 
an event, especially on Wednesday evenings. 
 
January-February Mission 
Motorcycles for Bolivia  

 
We are returning to the Wisconsin Conference Mission Project of 
purchasing motorcycles for Bolivian pastors. Roads in Bolivia are very bad 
– sometimes being only mud paths – and pastors need to get to these 
remote areas to minister.  Thus, the most effective means of travel is via 
motorcycle. 

 
Last June our conference committed to purchasing 4 motorcycles at a total cost of $22,500.  This 
sounds like a unique project – and it is.  As of now, one motorcycle has been purchased.  Lucy 
Silvester spoke with project coordinator, Pastor Anita Lang and learned that they have almost 
enough funds to purchase the second.  When Lucy told her we would again make this our mission 
emphasis her response was:  "You are an answer to my prayers!"  Your generous contribution will 
be much appreciated. 
 
Mission News 
 
The March and April mission projects will have a local focus at Edgewater Haven 
nursing home. First, we would like to assist Edgewater Haven with their prizes for 
activities. They can use individually wrapped “mini” candy bars (such as Snickers, 3 
Musketeers, etc.) or other snacks, tiny stuffed animals, easy adult coloring books, 
and 16 or 24 count packages of crayons or colored pencils. In addition, the Master Gardeners club 
provides plants and upkeep for flower gardens for residents and visitors to enjoy. They can use the 
funding to help pay for plants for this important project; because of COVID, they have not been able 
to hold their usual fundraisers.  

Details Pending 
 
Prayer Requests 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

You may have noticed the Prayer Request area in our service bulletins.  If you 
have a friend or family member who needs prayers, please contact the church 
office at 715-887-3011 or via email at peumc.office@gmail.com   
 

All requests must be sent in no later than 1:00 pm on Wednesdays to be 
included in the service bulletin.  We encourage you to pray for our 
congregation.   

mailto:peumc.office@gmail.com
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Happy Valentine’s Day 
(Don’t forget to sign up for our renewal of vows on 2/14/22) 

 
  

 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 
   7:00  

WOW 
   

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
 

  7:00 
WOW 

   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
Fellowship Hour 
 

 

6:00 pm 
Renewal of 
Vows 

 7:00 
WOW 

 Newsletter 
items due 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
11:15 pm 
Church Council 
 

11:00 am 
Bible Study 

 7:00 
WOW 

   

27 28 Note:   
Church Council meets the 3rd Sunday of the month after worship 
Sunday School is held the 2nd & 4th Sunday 
UMW does not meet in February 
February Mission 

Motorcycles for Bolivia –  
See article above or contact Lucy Silvester 

10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
 

 

February Calendar 
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Our Community 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

We really appreciate  the gift basket and 

the cards and notes that have come to 

Marilyn. This has been a tough time with the 

loss of Franklin and a move from an area 

of the state that has been home for about 

60 years.  Again, thank you to all for your 

continued thoughts and prayers. 

 
The Robinson Family 

"A special thank you for all the wonderful 'Get 
Well' wishes and prayers sent to Ellis and I during 
our ordeals of the past month.  All the love and 
kindness shown, especially the rides to doctor's 
and hospital visits, and especially grocery 
shopping.  The love and support from all of you 
have been received with much love and 
appreciation. 
 
God bless, Kathleen & Ellis Mills 
 
P.S. a special thank you to Becky and Jeff Taylor 
for all their help." 



If any information listed is inaccurate, please contact the church office to have it corrected.  
peumc.office@gmail.com   or 715-887-3011 

Page 10 
 

  



If any information listed is inaccurate, please contact the church office to have it corrected.  
peumc.office@gmail.com   or 715-887-3011 

Page 11 
 

FEBRUARY 2 
Roger & Kathy Sweet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

February 2 
Leo Thomasgard 
 
February 5 

Mark Sillars 
 
February 8 

Jim Herschleb 
 
February 15 
Jack Arndt 

February 20 
Bob Dunahee 
 
February 25 

Michael Mayek 
 
February 27 

Lauren Arndt 
Chuck Lamb 
 

 


