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Down the Road:  A Poem for the New Year 
        by Katy Kauffman  © Copyright 2016 by Katy Kauffman 

 

I look down the road before me. 
Only a few hundred feet are clear. 
I don’t know what all lies ahead 
As I start walking in this new year. 
  

One crunch, two crunches, three. 
My steps crack the thin ice. 
Will I fall? Will I slip? Is it all 
Left to chance, like throwing a pair of dice? 
  

Then I hear a voice behind me, 
“I’m with you, My child. Don’t you fear.” 
I look around and see no one. 
Yet I know He is here. 
  

“God, You know what I’ve been through. 
You know the pain and suffering. 
Will this year be the same? 
What good can it possibly bring?” 
  
“I have adventures ahead,” 
He says over my shoulder. 
“I have new mercies to give 
When the days grow colder.” 
  

“There are too many who suffer alone,” 
He whispers like a soothing father. 
“Too many who don’t know Me yet, 
People no one will bother.” 
  

I think about my journey, 
the long road left behind. 
I turn around and look, 
Squinting against the snow’s glary shine. 

I see my crooked footprints, 
Where I hobbled steadily along. 
As I squint harder, I see something else. 
I see the evidence of a throng. 

  

Footprints of seen and unseen travelers. 
How can it be? 
What are their names 
But hope, friendship, and mercy? 

  

I wasn’t alone—God, You were there. 
So were Your faithful companions. 
I know it’s true—You’re with me, 
And this soul You have never abandoned. 

  

Send me where You will, 
My feet, my words, my love. 
Let my voice be heard across the world, 
“We have help from God above!” 

  

Speak, Lord, words of hope and strength. 
Your Word will see us through. 
Guide us on the difficult paths. 
Remind us of the good we can do. 

  

Help us to see others who hurt, 
Those who need Your grace and truth. 
Show us how to love them, 
How to point them steadily to You. 

  

I will trust You on this road, 
This new chapter of adventure. 
I will listen for Your voice to guide me 
And to remind me that I’m Your treasure.  

 

 

January 2022 
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What’s Ahead 
 
 
 

 
SUNDAYS IN JANUARY 

 

The Six Special Sunday Offerings 
 
PEUMC will return to participating in the 6 Special Offering Sundays provided by The United 
Methodist Church.  Our local church apportionments help fund many important ministries in our 
conference and wider denomination (camps, grants, congregational development agencies, 
personnel like district superintendents and bishops, etc.) but not everything is covered by 
apportionments.  These 6 Special Offerings are scattered throughout the year and are the only 
sources of funding for the ministries they represent.  They are: Human Relations Day / UMCOR 
Sunday / Native American Ministries Day / Peace with Justice Day / World Communion Sunday / 
United Methodist Student Day.  In all cases, 100% of our offering goes toward the ministry itself 
and not toward overhead costs or salaries.  Further details about each ministry will be provided 
as we approach each date. 

 

I, Pastor Caleb, once resisted recognizing these offerings in fear they 
would place undue stress on people: .  “It’ll seem like the church is always 
asking for money” to which a mentor of mine replied, “That’s part of the 
church’s job!”  I ashamedly admit, for instance, that I believed nobody in 
my first congregation would connect to ‘Native American Ministries 
Sunday.’  Boy, was I wrong!  Marilyn Moore had just come back from 
visiting a reservation out west and was horrified by the conditions in 
which many of the Indigenous People were living.  She set up posters and 

gave a testimony on the day we took up that offering.  She felt very invested in what  
that special offering supported.  I learned my lesson quickly!  
 
In my last appointment, the benevolence chair who oversaw the collection of these offerings 
would judge each offering by saying “we didn’t get a lot this time.”  I repeated the words a fellow 
pastor told me years ago “If all we got was $5, then that’s $5 they didn’t have before.”  If you 
don’t connect with a particular ministry, then don’t feel obligated to give to it.  Maybe another 
one will inspire you.  That’s okay.  Just because it appears in your bulletin does not mean we 
expect 100% participation from every person.  I am humbled to realize that someone in the 
church will find a connection to each of these offerings, and I should not deny them the 
opportunity to be a blessing for it. 
 
Each offering will be remitted to the annual conference monthly, and PEUMC will get credit for 
each offering taken up.  
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Epiphany Sunday – Sunday, January 2nd 

 
The Day of Epiphany is always January 6th (the day after the Twelve Days of Christmas).  Epiphany 
Sunday in 2021 will be celebrated on January 2 (the closest Sunday to January 6th).  
  
What is the ‘epiphany’ of Epiphany then?  First, this holiday comes to us from Eastern Christianity.  

Epiphany is actually the primary Christmas celebration in places like 
Eastern Europe.  The Eastern Orthodox Church still uses the Julian 
calendar, while the rest of the world uses the Gregorian calendar.  There 
is a 13-day difference between the two calendars.  In 567, the Roman 
Catholic Church proclaimed the twelve days in between “a sacred and 
festive season” known as Christmastide or the Christmas Season—the 
Twelve Days of Christmas. 

 

 
For Western Christians, Epiphany commemorates primarily the visit 
of the Magi to the Christ Child, so sometimes this date is called 
‘Three Kings’ Day.’   
 
 
 
 
Settlement of Afghan Evacuees Presentation 
Margaret Getzin, First United Methodist Church Wausau 
12:15 pm - January 6, 2022 – PEUMC – Fellowship Hall 
 
Come one!  Come ALL – Women and Men! to the UMW January Meeting. 

Margaret Getzin, from First United Methodist Church of Wausau, is our guest 
speaker.  The topic of her presentation is on the settlement of Afghan evacuees 
in their community  
 

Bring a sack lunch as you desire.  Dessert and beverages will be provided by the UMW.   
 
  

The epiphany is this: A star led people 

from far outside the Jewish lands (of 

Orient are) to come and worship this 

Child.  Jesus, while still Jewish, is a Savior 

for everyone.  Old boundaries and borders 

have been broken in favor of full 

inclusivity. 

“I just had an epiphany!”  
     Thus word means “a sudden 

revelation or insight.”   
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Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
Sunday, January 9th 

 
Are you not baptized?  Are you considering baptism?  Are you 
contemplating becoming a member at PEUMC?  Baptism of the Lord 
Sunday is 1 of 4 traditional “Baptismal Sundays” where constituents are 
encouraged to be baptized and profess or transfer their membership from 
a previous house of worship to the new one.   

 

Please call the church office and talk to Pastor Caleb about the process 
(715-887-3011). A Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptismal 
Covenant will take place this Sunday. 
 

 
Unhanging of the Greens 

 
If you are able, please stay after church on Sunday, January 9, to help us pack up 
the Christmas decorations.  

 
 
Human Relations Special Offering 
Sunday, January 16th 
 
The Sunday before Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.  This Sunday occurs during 
Epiphany, the season of manifesting God’s light to the world.  Human Relations 
Day calls the Church to recognize the right of all God’s children in realizing their 
potential as human beings in relationship with each other.  The purpose of this 
day is to further the development of better human relations.   These ministries 
focus on new neighborhood ministry ideas, particularly in struggling communities.  
The spirit of Human Relations Day is helping those on the margins and offering a 
message of hope. 
 

• 57% of the special offering will go to the General Board of Global Ministries’ 
“Community Developers Program.”  
Such programs seek permanent justice through community development and 
systemic change, bringing wholeness and economic opportunity to those who have 
no hope.   

• 33% will go to the General Board of Global Ministries’ “United Methodist 
Voluntary Services Program.”   
These programs empower those closest to the needs to do the most good and 
advocate for such issues as: poverty, homelessness, human trafficking & sexual 
exploitation, immigration, environmental justice, HIV/AIDS awareness, substance 
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abuse, affordable and transitional housing, child and senior abandonment, economic 
development opportunities,  

• 10% will go to the General Board of Church and Society’s “Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation Program.”   
This program helps position young men and women for success as they find their 
way forward once again. 

 
 

Wesley’s Covenant Service   

Sunday, January 23rd 
 
This historic service dates back to August 11th, 1755, when Rev. John 
Wesley celebrated the first Covenant Service within his Methodist 
movement.  Wesley found the service to be rich and meaningful; in 
his journal, he called it, “a time of remarkable blessing” (October 
1765) and “an occasion for a variety of spiritual experiences” 

(January 1st, 1775).  Around the British Isles, the Covenant Service was conducted whenever John 
Wesley visited the Methodist Societies. 
 
At the heart of the service, focusing on the Covenant Prayer, requires persons to recommit 
themselves to God.  The purpose of this service is to affect a renewal of faith through a renewal of 
our covenant with God.  The service should be a reminder of our condition as sinners, our solemn 
obligation to reaffirm our covenant relationship with God, and an opportunity for a fresh experience 
of the reality of God’s promises and presence. 
 
This service, while Methodist in origin, is not limited to just professing Methodists, but is appropriate 
for any professing Christian worshipping with us.  
You are invited, too! 
 
 
 
 

Ecumenical Sunday, January 16th 
 

Ecumenical Sunday is often recognized during the second half of January.  
Ecumenism refers to Christian unity—harmony between the various Christian 
traditions. 
 
On this Sunday, Pastor Tim from the Nekoosa United Church of Christ will be 
switching pulpits with Pastor Caleb! 

Souper Bowl Sunday  
           February 13th 
Wear your Packers apparel this Sunday! 
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Star Words Episode I: A New Gift 
For the season of Epiphany, we will be 
taking on a new spiritual practice.  Just 
as the Magi were seeking Jesus, we, 
too, seek to be closer to Christ.  But 
our journey isn’t a physical trip to the 

manger-side, but a spiritual one. 
 
A Star Word or Star Gift is simply a star-shaped piece of 
paper with a single word on it.  On Epiphany Sunday, you 
are invited to pick up a Star (they will be upside down, so you will not know the word you have 
chosen).  We trust that our word is God-willed. 
 
The Magi followed a star into territory unknown to them.  Our Star Gift will be the same, following 
a word on a star and allowing it to take our minds and prayers to an unknown place.  Your word 
will be your “theme” for the year.  Place your Star Word in a prominent place (bedside, mirror, or 
fridge, perhaps).  Ponder what significance this word might have in your life, and how God might be 
speaking to you about the idea or concept it carries. 
 
I, Pastor Caleb, have done this for 5 years now, and have received a new word each year.  At the 
beginning of 2020, I received the word ‘Cooking.’  I didn’t think much of that word, so I chose 
another Star that day (friends, that’s actually considered cheating! ����), which had the word ‘Power’ 
on it.  I liked that one better!  Little did I know that, when the pandemic hit two and a half months 
later, ‘Cooking’ was going to be my saving grace—a very important word for me.  I started cooking 
more for myself than ever before.  The “better” word (‘Power’) was largely ignored that year.  You 
might be surprised by the direction of your word, and the ways it will reveal itself to you over the 
course of this new year. 

 

 
Epiphany Chalk Tradition 
 
In some traditions, chalk is blessed on Epiphany and distributed to 
the congregation.  The people are instructed to mark their doorposts 
or doorways at home as a House Blessing.  This recalls the Passover 
tradition of “taking blood of the lamb and marking it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses. . . . [then] I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon 
you to destroy you” (Exodus 12:1-13). 
 
While there is no guarantee that a home marked with Epiphany chalk will never see illness, it does 
remind us that God is the giver of all good gifts and can lead us into good health.  The spiritual needs 
of the family should always be at the forefront of our minds, knowing that God will lead us through 
every dark valley.  Even if we are not spared a deadly disease, God’s blessing will reign in our house 
and our souls will be at peace with God.  A peaceful soul may be just the saving piece in our lives 
that keeps us alive through sickness or trauma.  You may choose to keep the chalk up all year, let it 
weather naturally, or wipe it off on a designated day. 

Worship on Wednesdays (W.O.W.) 
will take a couple-week hiatus in January.  
Starting January 19 and will begin again with 
a new topic of discussion:  
ANXIETY.  More details will come later. 
 
Also on January 24, our Monday Bible 
Studies will begin again.   
This time, the bible study will be at 11:00 AM.  
The topic of the study will be Jesus’ TWELVE 
DISCIPLES.  More details to come. 
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The formula begins and ends with the current year: 2022. 
 
“C” stands for Caspar 
“M” for Melchior 
“B” for Balthasar 
 
 
 

 

The traditional (not biblical) names of the Three Wise Men.  Also, “C M B” can refer to the Latin 
phrase “Christus mansionem benedicat” or “Christ bless this house.”  Chalk and a blessing handout 
will be offered to all who show up on Epiphany Sunday (January 2nd). 
 
 
 
 

 

Noteworthy  
 
 

 
 
New Members! 
 
We are very pleased to announce new PEUMC members, Ken (Kenneth) and Sue (Susanne) 
Brzezinski of Wisconsin Rapids.  You may have seen them at our Sunday services and we are 
blessed to have them join us.  Be sure to give them a warm PEUMC welcome! 
 
January/February Mission-Motorcycles for Bolivia 

 
We are returning to the Wisconsin Conference Mission Project of 
purchasing motorcycles for Bolivian pastors. Roads in Bolivia are 
very bad – sometimes being only mud paths – and pastors need to 
get to these remote areas to minister.  Thus, the most effective 
means of travel is via motorcycle. 

 

Last June our conference committed to purchasing 4 motorcycles at a total cost of $22,500.  This 
sounds like a unique project – and it is.  As of now, one motorcycle has been purchased.  Lucy 
Silvester spoke with project coordinator, Pastor Anita Lang and learned that they have almost 
enough funds to purchase the second.  When Lucy told her we would again make this our mission 
emphasis her response was:  "You are an answer to my prayers!"  Your generous contribution will 
be much appreciated. 
  

20 C+M+B 22 
Write the formula (in 
chalk) above the main 
doorway to your home. 
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Nurture 
Committee 
Update 
 
The baskets you filled were delivered to 
Gaylord and Mable Johnson, Gloria and Ray 
Wunrow, Pat Markuson, and Lynn 
Robinson.   Lynn’s family was in the process of 
moving her to a new nursing home the day the 
basket was delivered.  Thanks to all of you for 
contributing.  They were all so thrilled to get 
the baskets and know that you haven’t 
forgotten them. 
 

• Thanks for signing Christmas cards for 
some of our members.  Thanks to 
Kathy Sweet for sending those out.  

• Thanks to Sue Thomasgard for 
donating Christmas cards and Carol 
Ann Harvestine, Lori Hintz, and Diane 
Sweat for filling out and delivering 134 
cards to Nekoosa Court, Edgewater 
Haven, Wellington Home of Wisconsin, 
and Our House. 

 
If you have any cards you don’t need or buy 
some on sale after Christmas save them for 
next year and we will send more out again as 
they are very welcomed in these 
assisted/nursing homes. 
Nurture Committee

The Ghost Bazaar earned 
$1,785.00 and most of the 
money has been 
immediately designated to 
the UMW missions. (below)  

 
Thank you everyone for chasing 

the ghosts away. 
 
 
Thanks to the generous contributions for the 
Ghost Bazaar.  The UMW was able to 
designate the following amounts to various 
missions: 
 
 
North Central District  $300 

Includes Thank Offering ($100) 
In Memory ($75) 
3 Special Mission 
Recognition 

($120) 

Gift to Mission ($5) 
Neighborhood Table $50 
PE Schools $50 
ODC $200 
Northcott $200 
Family Center $200 
Act for the Future - Haiti $200 
Harbor House $70 

Subtotal $1,270 
Set aside for Mission U $200 

Purchased Clock for 
Lounge 

$90 

Total $1,560 
TOTAL AMOUNT 

COLLECTED 
$1,785 

- $1560 
Yet to be Designated $225 

 
Again, a huge thank you! 

    Mary Heuer, UMW Treasurer 
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January Calendar 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 
January 4, 10:00 am – Sunshine Book Circle 
January 6, 12:15 pm – UMW Meeting (bring a sack lunch) 
January 10, 2:00 pm – Outreach Meeting  
January 13, 11:00 am – Nurture Meeting 

1 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
10:00 am  
Church 
Service 
Sunday 
School 
 

 10:00 am 
Sunshine 
Book Circle  
Mtg 

 12:15 pm 
UMW Mtg 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
Fellowship 
Hour 
 

10:00 am 
Vision Mtg 

  11:00 am 
Nurture Mtg 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 

 

  7:00 
WOW 

10:00 PM 
Outreach Mtg 
 

Newsletter 
items due 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
 

11:00 am 
Bible Study 

 7:00 
WOW 

   

30 31  
10:00 am  
Church Service 
Sunday School 
 

 Happy New Year  
May God bless you in 2022 
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Our Community 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                January Birthdays 
  

January 1 
• Sharon Studinski 

 

January 22 
• Danial Harnisch 

January 14 
• Marge Bauer 

 

January 25 
• Izetta Umland 

January 15 
• Skip Mazurek 

January 28 
• Jeanne Bruener 

January 29 ~ Ken & Nina Pelo 
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"What a wonderful surprise!  Thank you for the 
basket filled with love and goodies.  Thank you 
to each and everyone who took part in 
preparing this special basket for us. 
It is truly comforting to know that someone 
cares.  We are enjoying every bit of it!" 
 
    Sincerely, Ray and Gloria Wunrow 

Don’t forget – The new Church directory will be 
completed in Early February. 

Please be sure to check that your information as 
listed in the 2021 directory is accurate. 

 
Things to Check: 

• Does the office have my date of birth and/or  
wedding anniversary date? 

• Does the church office have my children’s DOB and 
estimated date of high school graduation? 

 
Thank you! 


